Meeting of Corringham and Fobbing Forum 
held on Monday, 10th September 2007 at 7.30 p.m. in Corringham Library

	Present:
	Gordon Gambier

	
	Jenny Jolly

	
	Bill Dawson

	
	Judith Acreman 

	
	Georgina Clark 

	
	Florrie Hope

	
	Jenny Meads

	
	Peter O’Rourke

	
	

	Apologies:
	Phil Smith

	
	Bradley Cox

	
	Roisin O’Reilly

	
	

	
	


In attendance:
Derek Parker – SPEAC
PCSO – Christine Hope
Peter and Dot Coote (TOFFS)
Derek Dowdall - resident
Roy & Trudie Eaton - residents
Eric Turner - resident
Wendy Mayo - ngage

	
	Action

	The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed those present 
	

	He asked if everyone present had received a copy of the Minutes and everyone said they had.  He then asked if they were a true record of the meeting and it was agreed they were.
	

	Matters Arising

Gordon Gambier had brought the Strategic Development Plan to the Forum to look at but copies were not yet available for the public. 
	

	He had spoken to the heraldry people and they were still “looking into it”.
	

	
	

	Gordon Gambier had mentioned at the last meeting that we had two specialist officers and that details would be put on the notice board.  He asked Bill Dawson if this had been done and Bill responded that there was not room to do this yet but would do so when there was.
	

	Bill also confirmed that he had given Jenny Jolly a copy of the computer training courses.  He had booked himself on one.
	

	Mr. Wheeler was also to attend a meeting but he had now been promoted and would be moving shortly, so Christine Hope would approach his successor.
	
Christine Hope

	With reference to the website Gordon Gambier said he hoped the logo had been noticed on the Agenda.  The website would be in use shortly and Bill Dawson was attending a course on using it.

Gordon Gambier said that as there were no guest speaker it would be appropriate for the Forum to discuss projects for this year.  He had received an estimate for supplying and installing a “muga” of £50,000 and the meeting shelter would be £8,000.  Florrie Hope said that when she got a quote it had been £74,000.  He said at the moment it was a “ball park figure”. The Forum discussed this at length and thought that a feasibility study should be done and a full public consultation before any attempt was made for funding.

Georgina Clark said that if the public did not want it, it would not make sense to set the wheels in motion to fund it.

Gordon Gambier wondered if Dubai Ports could be approached for funding.  Derek Parker said that they had raised the Xmas Fayre at a meeting last week and had a very noncommittal response.  Derek Parker thought that it would be at least two or three years before they would be considering any funding.
	

	Georgina Clark said that local companies should be approached, for instance Cory, Wren and BP in the first instance.
	

	Gordon Gambier said that he had already started a feasibility study to some extent as Steve Starr (Parks) and Carol Spencer (funding) had had a site meeting and did not see any problems with it and had been quite supportive.  Jenny Jolly asked if this had been put in writing and Gordon Gambier said it was verbal.  Peter O’Rourke said we needed to find out if this was official approval.


	

	The Forum agreed that there would be a full feasibility study and consultation carried out before progressing any further.  Members of the Forum asked if the full pitch would be left as this was only to be a 5 a side.  Gordon Gambier said the other pitch would be left even though it flooded in winter [drainage? funding?]
	

	A forum member asked where it was proposed the pitch would be.  Gordon Gambier said it was proposed for the only flat part of the field.  He said it was already a magnet for children. The wildlife park alongside was used by many people for walking their dogs.

A site visit was suggested but it was thought that if the leaflet attached a map of the proposed site, that would suffice and if people had comments they could be invited to the next Forum meeting.  Jenny Meads said that if they could not make the meeting a box could be put in the library to take responses.

Christine Hope offered to help deliver the leaflets, so also did Mr. & Mrs. Coote.  A Forum member thought that the youths who had requested the pitch could be asked to help with the distribution.

Gordon Gambier said he would prepare a leaflet and a poster for the library.


	Gordon Gambier

	Christine Hope that the pitch was not directly fronted by houses they would be sideways on and they already had noise from the road in the area.
	

	Peter O’Rourke said that if it was to be floodlit the lights should be directed away from the houses.

Forum members asked who would be responsible for maintenance and electricity.  Gordon Gambier said it was hoped that the Council would adopt it as they did street furniture and parks etc.  It was agreed that the floodlights should be on a timer for practical and environmental reasons.

Gordon Gambier said that with such a big scheme there would be hundreds and hundreds of hiccups before it came together.
	

	The Treasurer was asked for the Forum’s balance which was £15,101.07.  Gordon Gambier proposed a 5 per cent draw down for administration and this was approved.
	

	Lynne Gittins had requested the administration and expense forms by 5th September but unfortunately these had not been sent in yet.


	

	Gordon Gambier asked the Committee to stay behind after the meeting as he had some proposals to put to them before they went to the full Forum.
	

	Various applications for funding would have to be re-submitted nearer the time they were required.  Christmas trees and Christmas lights were included in this.
	

	Jenny Jolly asked if it would be possible to repeat the entertainment for the old people’s complexes the Forum arranged last year.  Gordon Gambier said that someone had pinched this idea and it might be happening anyway.  The Forum however said that it should carry on to make arrangements to provide this until any alternative provider was made definite.

She also asked if the Play Scheme was going to be approved again.  She mentioned that it had taken place three times last year and this year only twice.  After discussion the Forum felt that four times would be appropriate, twice at Corringham Town Centre, once at Corringham Recreation Ground and once at Fobbing Recreation ground.  The parents really appreciate somewhere their children could enjoy themselves and it was completely free. The timing of these events was not finally decided upon with various views from October half term, Easter holidays or all in the summer holidays.  It would be decided at a later stage.

Gordon Gambier had received an open invitation from Stanford Forum to a talk given by Trevor Hutchinson of Thurrock Council on the views of Thurrock Council and Thames Gateway on the proposal for a Canvey/Manorway link.  It was to be held at the Stanford Methodist Hall, High Street, Stanford at 7.30 on 13th September and he hoped that many of the Forum would attend.

There was an International Day for Older Persons on Thursday 4th October at the Civic Hall Blackshotts between 10 and 4 p.m. including sandwiches.

The Citizens Advice Bureau are looking for people to train.  The courses had to be attended right the way through not started and then gone back to.

Gordon Gambier had attended a course run by the ACE partnership on diversity and community cohesion which he found very helpful.

For the new website a lot of pictures had been considered and Fobbing Beacon, St. Michael’s church and Corringham Town Centre fruit stall had been chosen.  Wendy Mayo said it looked very attractive.
	

	
Police Update

The figures for the last two weeks are:

Theft of a motor vehicle 
CTC - 1





CE&F - 0

Overall figure down

Theft from motor vehicle
CTC - 2





CE&F - 1

Down trend again

Violent Crime


CTC - 1





CE&F - O

Robbery


CTC - 1




CE&F -0

Theft from dwelling

CTC - 1




CE&F - 0

General trend was down although nuisance youth behaviour had increased.


Christine reported that the mobile speed camera had been used at the Central Garage in Lampits Hill, Lampits Lane, Gable Hall School and Fobbing High Road manned by community officers.  If anyone had any suggestions for other settings for the cameras could they please pop into the police station.


	

	SPEAC

Derek Parker said SPEAC had not produced a written report.  He had two main things to report one was that they had had a meeting with Dubai Ports.  They had been there for the whole afternoon going back over the background.  It was very clear that they are looking at it much more technically than P&O.  The whole port will be fully automatic.  The set up was still being organised. They were taking on senior people and he had met four of them.  It probably would be early next year before they started to do anything serious.  One interesting point that had emerged was despite Essex Council’s claim that they were discussing with Dubai Ports a proposal for a new road link, Dubai Ports had not been so consulted.  Derek Parker had asked the Chief Executive of Dubai Ports.


	

	The second important point was that this Saturday local community organisations had been invited by the Development Corporation to talk about forthcoming matters planned for this port and SPEAC were one of the invited groups to attend the meeting.

Forum members asked why the Forum had not been invited.  Gordon Gambier said he had been invited but thought it was for him in his own right.  Derek Parker said that if he had been invited he had been invited to represent the Forum as it was for all local community groups.  Gordon Gambier said he would check to see if the Forum had been invited rather than himself personally and if this was the case would send round an e-mail to everyone urgently.

Derek Parker said that one of the other factors that could be important was that so far as this area was concerned is that if you look at the local development strategy documents it was saying that it was acknowledged that there were more than sufficient brown field sites to fill government targets but some might be difficult to build on so there could be some take up of green belt land.  The Development Corporation do not have to be specific about sites, but the LDF is specific and would have to put on the sites.  This should be looked out for.

The UDC and LDF will have to work alongside each other eventually


	






Gordon Gambier

	Xmas Fayre Report

Peter O’Rourke said that the price of new lights had gone up from £300-£400 to £700-£800.  They had therefore decided to have a maintenance year and not buy any new lights but deal with the old ones.

They were still looking for stallholders and Gordon Gambier said that he had passed over a list of the stallholders at the Stanford Festival.

Peter O’Rourke said that the performing arts school were going to put on a performance and that would be not “Riverdance” but something similar.
	

	Councillor’s Report

Gordon Gambier said that he had two things to report.

1. He had had to call in the Catcracker’s licence to be reviewed.  It would be in the newspapers this week.  Derek Parker and other Forum members said the noise etc. had increased since the smoking ban and they were using the outside like a beer garden.  Forum members agreed with this and Derek Parker said he was willing to be a witness if needed.  Gordon Gambier said already had a lot of witnesses but would welcome him to be a witness.
	

	2. Gary Hague one of the portfolio holders had been reported by Gordon Gambier to the standards committee who had suspended Mr. Hague for two weeks.  When members of the Forum asked why he had been suspended it was explained that he had failed to declare an interest at a planning meeting.  Although only two weeks the suspension was viewed as a serious rebuke.

The last point he would mention was that the amalgamation of Arthur Boyle school into a primary school was not going well.


	

	Any Other Business

Forum members brought up once again that vehicles were using the precinct, this was mainly to the travel agency and the bank.  Bollards were needed to stop this.

Mr. Eaton mentioned that Fobbing beacon was in a very poor state and an oak tree was growing through it.  Jenny Jolly said that when the Council wanted the beacon lit a couple or years or so ago it was impossible to get to it.  Gordon Gambier said he remembered this and he would check into it.  If the Fobbing beacon didn’t get lit then none of the others would get lit as it was the first one.
	

	The meeting was then closed.  The next meeting is on 8th October at 7.30.
	

	After the Forum meeting the Committee stayed behind.  Gordon Gambier said that all were welcome to stay behind and listen to the proceedings but would be unable to take part in the discussions.

The Committee then discussed the proposal to fence the children’s playground in Corringham Town Centre.  After discussion with the Treasurer re the funds available the Committee thought that the proposal was a feasible project and could go to the full Forum.
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