Meeting of Corringham and Fobbing Forum 
held on Monday, 8th October 2007 at 7.30 p.m. in Corringham Library

	Present:
	Gordon Gambier

	
	Jenny Jolly

	
	Bill Dawson

	
	Judith Acreman 

	
	Florrie Hope

	
	Jenny Meads

	
	

	
	

	Apologies:
	Phil Smith

	
	Georgina Clark 

	
	Peter O’Rourke

	
	Wendy Mayo


In attendance:
Derek Parker – SPEAC
PCSO – Christine Hope
John West (Corringham Police)
Bradley Cox (Essex Police)
Peter & Dot Coote (TOFFS)
Derek Dowdall - resident
Roy Eaton - resident
Eric Turner and Valerie Turner - residents
Danny Green (Stanford Locality Base - people with learning disabilities)
Paul Carey (Social Services - Supporting Danny)
Clare Howard (Community First Responder)
Mark Whale (Grays Community First Responders)
Alan Jupp (Corringham and Stanford le Hope First Responders)
Barry Cartlidge - resident
Derek Dowdall - resident
Alison Haythorn Thwaite - resident
Leslie Beadle - resident

	
	Action

	The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed those present 
	

	He asked if everyone present had received a copy of the Minutes, bearing in mind the postal strike, and everyone said they had.  He then asked if they were a true record of the meeting and it was agreed they were.
	

	Matters Arising

Christine Hope said that Stuart Hooper was at the moment standing in for Inspector Wheeler, who had been promoted, but as soon as someone had been appointed permanently she would ask him/her if they would be able to come and speak to the Forum.
	Christine Hope

	Gordon Gambier said that he was looking into having the consultancy leaflet about the ball park professionally done and hoped to have an example for the next Forum meeting.

He had spoken to the mother of one of the youths who had requested the ball park and she said he would help to distribute the leaflets.
	

Gordon Gambier

	
	

	Gordon Gambier then went on to say that the invitation to the consultation about the master plan had been rather ambiguous as to whether he had been invited in his own right or the Forum had been invited.  He found out at the 11th hour that it was an open invitation to all community groups and sent an e-mail at the very last minute.
	

	
	

	Guest Speakers
	

	Gordon Gambier said he had had been approached at very short notice by the local First Responder Group trained by Essex Ambulance Service who wanted to speak to the Forum  and agreed they should speak to the Forum this evening.
	

	He introduced Clare Howard and Alan Jupp.  He explained that Clare works at Langlands and Nottage (?).
	

	Clare explained that she was speaking tonight because Mark Whole, Grays Community First responder, had lost his voice.  
	

	
Clare said she became a First Responder because she wanted to put something back into the community.  They were trained by the ambulance service.  They have training once a month and operate on a rota, using their own vehicles and are self funding.  They are hoping to get enough volunteers to form a Stanford and Corringham group.  They aim to respond to Category A calls (life threatening) within 8 minutes without any flashing lights or sirens.  This had been difficult at first and seemed ambitious but they do get there.  Each First Responder operates in their local area.  They were looking for new recruits and sponsorship.
	

	Gordon Gambier asked if they had considered attending the Christmas Fayre.  Clare said they were not permitted to attend events but could perhaps have a stand at the Christmas Fayre to help with fund raising.  Christine Hope said she would give her Barbara Chapman’s details, the stand organiser.

Alan Judd, the new co-ordinator of Stanford and Corringham explained that First Response were new in this part of Essex.  The scheme had been operating for 10 years in the rest of Essex.  He joined the scheme after doing 21 years for the Red Cross.  It was nice to give something back to society.  They already had a couple of people who were in the process of applying to join the scheme.  They were working to achieve public awareness and had been going out locally and had also introduced themselves at Corringham Police Station.  They are all properly trained and operate under the East England Ambulance Service.  They are trained in Chelmsford and form the First Response back up to the Ambulance service who could have all ambulances in the area already assigned and therefore one would have to come from another area which would take longer.  Their purpose was to deliver emergency treatment and stabilise the patient until the ambulance arrived.  They were supplied with life saving equipment.  They would be on the scene for no more than 10 to 15 minutes.

A resident asked what sort of equipment are you after?   Alan replied the main requirement was the uniform, new shirts and new trousers with pockets in the legs, they needed mannequins to practice CPR, and also needed basic training defibrillators (not the real ones) which cost around £300.

He said they were meeting the Yellow Advertiser and Thurrock Gazette on 16th October and they hoped this would be a helpful meeting.

A resident asked if the Forum would be able to help with the funding.  Gordon Gambier said the Committee would discuss this after the main meeting
	Gordon Gambier

	
	

	Gordon Gambier thanked Clare and Alan for speaking to the Forum.
	

	
	

	Gordon Gambier then asked if any residents had any specific issues they would like to raise tonight.
	

	One resident said she lived in Rachel Clark Close and they were affected by anti social behaviour in the park area.  She said residents reported incidents to the police but often did not ask for an incident number and therefore the number of incidents logged were not representative.  She said that many residents had now got worn down by the behaviour.  She was asked what sort of incidents were there and so she said she could give a snapshot of her weekend. 

Two signs had been ripped up over the park including the cement base

Motor cyclists had been scrambling over the park
In the past there had been arson attacks, she herself had had two.
There was verbal harassment
Gathering in the street shouting at 11.30 at night.  She had counted groups of 30.

Tennis balls through windows

Christine Hope said they were aware there was a problem with anti social behaviour and she had been round several houses opposite the park with a questionnaire.  She would speak to the resident after the meeting to get more details from her.
	Christine Hope

	Gordon Gambier then said that those of you who were here at the last meeting will remember that I was vague on one point.  I had done some pre-emptive work on behalf of the Forum and had to take it to the Committee prior to voting on it tonight.
	

	This was in relation to fencing the Corringham Park kiddies play area.

Gordon Gambier said he had had meetings with council representatives and had quotes for the work.  The Council had agreed in principle.  Gordon Gambier suggested that the Forum drew down £10,000 of this year’s budget. He explained using the £6,000 allocated towards assisting the police, together with £2,000 drawn down for bollards, it would be possible for the Forum to fund the fencing of the play area with a 4ft 9in fence including self closing gates.  The fence would have a plaque with the Forum’s logo on the gates.  He considered this project to be more of a priority than the two projects above.

Florrie Hope asked would this affect the ball park project?  Gordon Gambier said that the ball park would have to rely on outside funding as it had been priced at £58,000.

Derek Parker said would this divert funding from other projects already agreed such as bollards?  Gordon Gambier said he thought that bollards would not be unnecessary as the work the council had just started in Southend Road could deal with the problem.

Another resident said that it was an awful lot of money tied up in one project and that the Forum should have published an article explaining this project.  A lot of money was in one pot.

Gordon Gambier explained that there would still be £7,000 of this year’s budget to allocate.

A resident said how would the health and safety issue be covered for private ownership?  Gordon Gambier said that it would all be adopted by the Council for maintenance and would be subject to the same health and safety measures as the parks.

Derek Parker asked should not the Council be asked to pay for the fencing with regard to the health and safety issues in existence.  Gordon Gambier said that he thought they would say no, or possibly agree a small amount of fence along the car park.

Another resident said why should the Forum pay to fence the play area when it is something the Council should do?

A resident said that the Homesteads park was fenced.  Two members of the Forum said that this had been funded by the Homesteads Forum.

A resident asked if the gates would be locked at night.  Gordon Gambier said no, this fence is very low only 4ft 9in. high.  The gates would be on a spring to be self closing.

A resident said that as a dog walker she was concerned how the park had deteriorated in the last 7 years.  A park bench has been left unrepaired for over a year.  She had mentioned it to the park attendant several times.  Apart from graffiti, the little bridge over the skateboard area had gone and the football post had not been replaced.  If the Forum were to ask for the bench to be replaced perhaps it should monitor how long it takes to do it.

Gordon Gambier said he had two benches placed in Corringham a couple of months ago and he was unaware of a broken bench.  He would look into this and take it up with the Council.

A resident asked how long before the fence would be vandalised.  Gordon Gambier said he expected it to be vandalised even while it was being installed and our logo could be a target. However, he said that speaking personally, he did not think vandalism and graffiti should stop us moving forward and making improvements to the area.

A resident asked what sort of police presence was there? Christine Hope said that it was frequent and for instance she had been through the park four times that afternoon so it was a constant presence.

Another resident asked what facilities there were for teenagers in the area.  Gordon Gambier said absolutely none and that would be our next project.

Roy Eaton said that Fobbing Recreation ground had the childrens' area fenced but that the equipment had been removed even though it was perfectly good.  Are the Council going to replace it?  Christine Hope said that there was one rotten piece of wood so the Council took it away.  Mr. Eaton said that it brought a lot of pleasure to the children and needed to be replaced. Gordon Gambier said he would check this.

Gordon Gambier then asked for a vote on the fencing of the play area in Corringham park.  On a show of hands it was carried unanimously.
	
Gordon Gambier



	Gordon Gambier said that he had been approached by the fire brigade at short notice and had no time to contact anybody about it.  They needed approval for a project to go before Thames Gateway for a log cabin type building to go alongside the fire station in Corringham to form a fire break and community safety resource centre for Thurrock.  This would instil team spirit, teach repercussions for actions i.e. false 999 calls, team building, first aid etc. to youths who would otherwise be imprisoned.

Florrie Hope she said would this be the same as the ones in Hogg Lane and Orsett? Gordon Gambier said this would be in place of those.   She said that a lot of damage had been caused to fire hoses etc. by these people.

Gordon Gambier had endorsed this project on behalf of the Forum and apologised for not having discussed it with the Forum first as there had not been time.

Florrie Hope said would all these people come to Corringham or would they be in other areas?  Gordon Gambier said they would all come to Corringham.  He said that there would be an opportunity for the local community to use the hall for free.

Gordon Gambier then asked if the Forum would like a wreath laid for Remembrance Day.  The Forum agreed that they would like to do this.
	Gordon Gambier

	Gordon Gambier then said that he had approached Thurrock Play Network and they had given him some dates for next year for us to come back to them.

28th, 29th, 30th and 31st July.  lst, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th 8th, 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th, 18th, 19th, 20th, 21st August.  They may have some later dates but they are not sure.  He said he would put these dates to the Committee later.  He confirmed he had advised the play network we would like four play days next year.

A resident said she thought the Easter break had been suggested for one of them.  Gordon Gambier said it was not available.

Police Update

Christine Hope read the latest reports

Theft of motor vehicles:

Corringham Town Centre - 0

Corringham and Fobbing -  1


	Gordon Gambier

	Theft from motor vehicles

Corringham Town Centre -  0

Corringham and Fobbing  -  3.


	

	Violent crime, robbery and burglary were down, well below national average

Anti social behaviour in both areas had increased

Nuisance vehicles had increased in both areas.
	

	
	

	Gordon Gambier said he had attended the TAFF meeting and the Crime Reduction Officer would be coming to the next meeting of the Forum.
	

	Christine was asked about the mobile speed device being placed in the Sorrels area.  She replied that they had looked at the site several times but as the device was on a tripod there would not be enough space for a wheelchair or buggy to get past it so they had had to give up on this.

A resident asked as the Sorrells had a restriction against HGVs at any time, why did they have lorries going down there?   Christine said that there was an allowance for loading and unloading but unfortunately other lorries used it.  The resident said that the noise from the lorries was horrendous.


	

	SPEAC REPORT

Derek Parker reported on the Development Corporation Workshop at the Billett, which was poorly attended.  Jenny Jolly said they should have advertised it in the paper.  He said it had been a farce, they had been highly ambitious but low numbers had attended.  They had expected local groups such as ourselves, developers and other interested parties.  Only 14 people turned up and were taken on buses round the local area, which the residents were familiar with anyway!  SPEAC used the opportunity to point out the areas that should be kept.  The consultants were collecting ideas to be fed into the process.  There was quite a discussion as to whether we would get copies of what they are going to give the Development Corporation but had not been given a firm confirmation.

Following the new ownership of the Shell Haven Development and discussions with SPEAC the Chief Executive issued a newsletter (attached).  It contains nothing really new but you might be interested in his slant.  SPEAC will be having another meeting fairly shortly and will earmark transport issues as the specific topic for the next meeting and the impact and how they are going to address all these problems.  SPEAC have said that if they have the same point of view as P&O there is no point in wasting time sitting round talking about it. They will report back on the meeting.  They will have detailed discussions rather than general discussions.


	

	A resident said did the road works on the A13 have any connection?  It was explained that they did not but then various members of the Forum said how much congestion this had caused and using the old A13 to get to Grays had taken 1hr!  Various members of the Forum had had serious problems and Derek Parker emphasised that all this was without any of the proposed 47,000 lorries!

The consultants had said that at the next stage in the consultation they will issue a blanket invitation to everybody as they will have prepared a master plan for your comments on it.
	




	Christmas Fayre

Christine Hope asked if the Forum were going to donate a Xmas tree and when would it be available as the Christmas Fayre is earlier.

Gordon Gambier confirmed the Forum had already agreed to provide the Christmas trees this year.  He would check when they would be ready.
	Gordon Gambier

	Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurer reported he had not spent anything.
	

	Councillor’s Report

Gordon Gambier reminded the Forum that he was a ward councillor.

Last month he had had a series of representations from the public regarding anti social behaviour at the Catcracker pub.  As a result of this he had asked for the licence to be called in for review.  There has been an informal meeting between the licensing department, Gordon Gambier, the brewery and the licensee and some of the complainants.  It was a very pro-active meeting.  The brewery were not aware of any problems.  They have taken on board the problems and have put in place procedures to remedy all except one.  The outstanding one is of the tables that front on to the Sorrells.  At the meeting the brewery put up a good argument for retaining the tables for their clientele on the grounds that the average customer smokes.  Gordon Gambier said that it was a good business argument but bears nothing in regard to the law because the law does not require any smoking facilities to be provided.  They acknowledged this and as a consequence they have asked to work with the licensing department to try to resolve the issues of the tables in the car park.  Derek Parker said his impression was they had applied several times to the Council to put tables in the car park and had been refused permission.  Gordon Gambier said that tables fronting the Sorrells were prohibited.  They started out with one table and now have 9.

A resident asked what the position was regarding the yellow pods in Corringham car park behind the pub.  She was advised they were for car washing facilities to be under cover and the organisation was affiliated to the Jet garage in Stanford.

Another resident asked about the humps in the Sorrells.  Another resident said that he had spoken to Cllr. Phil Smith who was going to get up an official petition to get them removed.  They created much noise for residents.  Derek Parker said that they didn’t only affect the Sorrells.  He lived one road away from the Sorrells and yet the noise of the humps kept them awake.  Gordon Gambier said that he would leave it to the resident to advise him of the progress of the petition.

Another resident asked about bollards being put in place in the town centre to stop security vans and other vehicles cutting through the precinct.  Gordon Gambier said he had been forward information by Jenny Jolly about possible funding for this sort of problem.  Judith Acreman is to look into this.

The Forum had been offered a large pumpkin by some residents in Fobbing and it was agreed it could be used at the Christmas Fayre.  Gordon Gambier would organise this.

	Judith Acreman

Gordon Gambier

	Correspondence

Gordon Gambier had received pictures of the Play Day and a thank you letter from the organisers.

He had attended training on the new website which Ngage would have under their umbrella.  It would have hyperlinks to other relevant sites.  It would be up and running shortly as soon as he had finished it.

Derek Parker asked about the old e-mail address and said this should be terminated.  Jenny Jolly said she would give Gordon Gambier details of who to contact.


	Jenny Jolly

	Any Other Business

There was no other business.
	

	The meeting was then closed.  The next meeting is on 12th November at 7.30 in Corringham Library.  Gordon Gambier said that anybody who wished to stay behind and listen to the Committee meeting were most welcome but they would not be able to enter the discussions.
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