Meeting of Corringham and Fobbing Forum 
held on Monday, 10th November 2008 at 7.30 p.m. in Corringham Library

	Present:
	Gordon Gambier

	
	Jenny Jolly

	
	Bill Dawson

	
	Jenny Meads

	
	Judith Acreman

	
	Georgina Clark

	Apologies:
	

	
	Phil Smith

	
	P.C. Dean

	
	Wendy Mayo

	
	Natalie Warren


In attendance:

Jac Sears (PC246) Essex Police

PCSO – Christine Hope (Essex Police) 
Dot/Peter Coote

Roy and Trudie Eaton - residents

Susan R. Fildes – resident
Bill Fildes – resident
D. Dowdall - resident
Leon Clarke  - Corringham Athletic
Justine Hodge - Corringham Athletic

Julie Thompson - Corringham Village Hall

Jackie Goldsmith - Corringham Village Hall

Freda Prince - Corringham Village Hall

Jo Knight - Corringham Athletic

Penny Ellmore - Corringham Athletic FC

Rainer Hein - Corringham Athletic FC

Ryan Knight Age 10 - Corringham Athletic
Spencer Ellmore, Age 9 - Corringham Athletic
Keenan – Age 9 – Corringham Athletic
Kieran Knight - Age 6 - Corringham Athletic
Darron Renshaw – Corringham Athletic


	
	Action

	Gordon Gambier opened the meeting by thanking everyone for turning up on such a problem night.  He said that you will remember that at the last meeting we were supposed to have Jonathan Catton to give a talk.  I got an e-mail from him the following day explaining he was ill and sending his apologies and asking if possible we could book him in the New Year.
He then read out the apologies for absence listed above.
	

	
	

	He carried on, I assume that most of you have had the Minutes.  From this meeting Jenny will do a separate e-mail to each individual when the Minutes are on the website which is www.corringhamfobbingcf.org.uk.  It is written at the bottom of the emblem for those of you who have got their agenda.  It will be your responsibility to access the Minutes and the Agenda from the website.  This will be a little bit less work for Jenny and also highlights our website, because there are other things on there which may be of interest.  The Minutes should be on the website the week before the next meeting.
	

	Gordon Gambier then asked if the Minutes were a true record and the Forum agreed they were.  
	

	He went on, I would like to change the order on the Agenda this evening in view of the fact we have several young children here and they have to go to school tomorrow.,  You heard from Jo last month, who came and asked for some money for Corringham Athletic Football Club Blues under 10’s.  They have put in an application but that has changed slightly from the one I e-mailed to the Committee.  The Committee have already said that they have no objection to this application.
	

	Gordon Gambier then asked Joanne to run through the cost of the kit.  This she did.   A member of the Forum asked why the away kit was cheaper than the at home.   She explained that the shorts were the same for both kits so they only had to buy the tops.  The application she put to the Forum was carried unanimously. The Chairman would rush this through to Natalie Warren.
	


Gordon Gambier

	
	

	Matters Arising
	

	There were no matters arising from the last meeting.
	

	Police and Naps Report
	

	Jac Seers gave her report to the Forum.  In the last month there had been 24 offences of criminal damage several in one road.  Under Operation Red Ruby they had suspects but they were under the age of criminal responsibility, i.e. children. They were doing a lot of high visibility patrols.
	

	There was no racially aggravated crime.

There had been one burglary from a shed in Corringham West, none in Fobbing.
	

	Vehicle crime: This has gone right down from this time last year and for this period there had only been three in the whole area.
	

	Since 13th October to today’s date there were less burglaries in the last month than this time last year
They had a plan to do leaflet drops in problem areas and putting the police van in the road.  The burglaries that had occurred had been of unsecure premises so Jac reminded members of the Forum to secure properties before leaving and if in doubt go back and check.
	

	There were less incidents on bonfire night.  There were 31 last year and this year they were down 11.
	

	
	

	Gordon Gambier said he would like it Minuted that the police had done a wonderful job at the Remembrance Parade on Sunday.
	

	
	

	Questions and Public Forum
	

	A member of the Committee of Corringham Hall then spoke to the Forum. She explained that the Committee wanted to raise public awareness of the hall and the fact that it was for hire.

Three years ago the funds had gone down and they had to work very hard because they were worried they might lose it.  The Committee were now going to take over the lease which would make them responsible for the repairs and upkeep of the hall.  The Council were making cutbacks.  The hall had many overheads at the moment and there had not been a rent increase over the last two years.  She explained that they hire out the hall to lots of groups in the evening and during the day and did need a bit of support.  They needed to publicise the use of the hall for people.  Now they had got bars it kept them solvent.  The Council are paying for new flooring.  
Gordon Gambier said that the Forum would put a list of their forthcoming events on the Forum Notice Board.
	










Gordon Gambier

	A forum member asked how much it was to hire the halls.  It was £14 an hour for the small hall and £18 an hour for the large hall.  They were asked who the licensee was and they said their Chairman Roger and Eric.
	

	Gordon Gambier said that if they provided their website he would put a link on the Forum website and Jenny Meads would add the details to the library topics database of halls for hire.

Georgina Clark said that if they came to the Forum with a specific project the Committee would be able to consider whether funds would be available.  She gave their outside garden as an example.
	Gordon Gambier
Jenny Meads

	Gordon Gambier thanked them for attending.
	

	Gordon Gambier then explained that there was an application to Play England for funding of £50,000 for a hard ball area in Corringham Town Centre.  He had worded the application carefully to emphasise the different types of residents that would benefit.  He had agreed to have the logo of Play England prominently displayed and Corringham Blues and Athletic had provided a letter in support because it was a hard ball area they could use.  Because of the hard surface it was suitable for disabled, basketball, football and hockey.  He had said that they would like solar lighting.  The total cost would come to £65,000 and he had said that the Forum would pay the rest i.e. £15,000.  The initial feedback from the Council is splendid.  It looks promising.
	

	
	

	The Forum had agreed 4 play scheme days for next year and these had been agreed with Carol O’Regan.  There would be two in Corringham Town Centre Park and two in Fobbing.  The VAT would be paid by the Council.
	

	
	

	This was put to the vote and passed unanimously by the Forum
	

	
	

	The application for a bench for Fobbing.  
In response to Mr. Eaton’s request, Gordon had been to look at it and it was absolutely demolished.  Fobbing would like a new bench and it is basically up to us to say if we wish to purchase this bench.  The best bench Gordon could find is a called Balmoral in solid teak and it could have the Forum’s name inscribed on it which would deter people from pinching it.  He also had a price for some hard ground anchors.  The total cost was £444.98.  This was put to the vote and carried unanimously by the Forum
	

	
	

	Fobbing Xmas Tree
	

	First of all Gordon Gambier expressed a big thank you to Travis Perkins who had shifted the box free of charge.  They were also going to shift the box from Corringham Town Centre to Wills Hill free of charge.  That will be done this week.

The blacksmith is coming to make a Xmas tree support for £260 and the electrician is charging £170 to sort the electrics out.  With regard to burying the cable he had had looked at a mini digger to dig an 18 in channel and this would cost man and digger £180.   He had got the volunteers to help out.  The trench needs to be lined with grit before the cable is laid and the digger would back fill it which would take the backache out of it.  The only other cost was the price of the grit and the expenses of the volunteers that are going to help out.

	

	Forum Xmas Dinner

Gordon explained that the Forum normally go out for Xmas dinner.  You have to pay for it but everybody is welcome.  I have the suggestion that this year as the tree is in the car park of the White Lion in Fobbing that we should have our Xmas meal there.  This was agreed.

Gordon Gambier announced that the Race Night would be Friday 14th at the Pegasus Club, tickets £1, under 12s are free.

4th December is the date of the Winter Fayre.
	

	Treasurer’s Report

Bill Dawson said that since the last report we have spent £14.90 on an electrical lead, £300 to Stanford and Corringham Carnival, £59.20 for admin. £14.27 on cheese and wine and in the bank was £10,544.21.

Gordon Gambier explained it was nearly the end of the financial year and all applications have to be in by February.  He would like some of the money left to go towards the Play England proportion being paid by the Forum and also allocate part of next year’s funds.
He said that application forms for funding are on the website.  It would be helpful if you apply for funding if you could fill in an application form but not the last page.  If you need any help in filling this in his phone number is on the website.
	

	Ward Councillors’ Report

None present this week.
	

	Any other business

A Forum member raised once again the state of the pathway in Corringham Park, the tarmac is in a bad state of repair.  Gordon said he would look at it.

Gordon then announced that it is almost certain that the library will close on Christmas Eve for refurbishment.

The next meeting is on Monday 12th January 2009 and it looks as thought it is in the new building that the Forum supported, at Corringham Fire Station.  Their open day is 1st January.  

If for any reason this is not possible, Corringham Hall have offered one of their halls.  The information will be put on the website so please check before attending the meeting.

The meeting then closed.


	


Gordon Gambier
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