Meeting of Corringham and Fobbing Forum 
held on Monday, 10th March 2008 at 7.30 p.m. in Corringham Library

THIS WAS A JOINT MEETING WITH STANFORD FORUM AND THE HOMESTEADS FORUM, 

	Present:
	Gordon Gambier

	
	Jenny Jolly

	
	Bill Dawson

	
	Jenny Meads

	
	Peter O’Rourke

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Apologies:
	Judith Adams

	
	Roisin O’Reilly

	
	Georgina Clark

	
	Florrie Hope

	
	Phil Smith

	
	Valerie Turner


In attendance:


John Cecil, resident

Jac Sears PC 2116 (Essex Police)
PCSO – Christine Hope (Essex Police)
PS John Gray, Essex Police

PC Hollie Denham

Charles Obukofe, resident

Trevor Peterson, resident

Peter & Dot Coote (TOFFS)
Derek Dowdall - resident
Roy Eaton, resident

Trudie Eaton, resident
Eric Turner, resident

Mark Pratchett 
(Thurrock Community Empowerment Network “CEN”)

	
	Action

	Gordon Gambier opened the meeting by thanking those who had attended on such an atrocious night.  He said the meeting was again a joint meeting with Stanford Forum and the Homesteads in order to hear the talk to be given by John Byford on waste management.  Thanks to everyone who was here last month and were aware of what a hectic night it was.  He said that tonight he would work his way through the agenda as there were several things that need to be done for legal reasons.
	

	He then went through the apologies for absence listed above.
	

	
	

	He went on to say that regarding the minutes of January, I forgot to ask if they were a true record.  I have a copy of them here if anybody would care to have a look at them.  For those of you who have already read them, are they a true record?  It was agreed by the Forum that they were.
	

	He carried on to ask if everybody had received a copy of last month’s minutes and were they a true record?   It was again agreed by the Forum that they were.
	

	
	

	Gordon Gambier said he would like to give a big thank you to Jenny Jolly for preparing those minutes, as it was a very, very busy meeting.  The Forum responded with applause in support of this.  Jenny thanked the Forum and said that she had found them the most difficult she had had to record.
	

	
	

	Matters Arising
	

	There were no matters arising.
	

	Guest Speaker
	

	Gordon Gambier then went on to introduce John Byford to the Forum. He said that for several years he had been advising Thurrock Council.  What he does not know about rubbish is not worth knowing.   He is one of the best rubbish experts in England and tonight had travelled down from York to speak to you.  John as you know has spoken to us before but there was now a public consultation which he wanted to explain to the Forum.  Gordon Gambier said that Paul, the reporter from the Yellow Advertiser, had attended a talk given by John Byford the week before and said it was absolutely brilliant.
	

	
	

	John Byford introduced himself and said that his main purpose tonight was to run through the options the Council were considering as best suited to meet the needs of Thurrock.  He carefully outlined the four options to the Forum and gave detailed information on the costs involved for the Council of each option and its effectiveness in terms of recycling.  He said that the Council wanted it to work, which was why they were having a public consultation because they knew that the scheme had most chance of success if it was one that people had chosen and would therefore be willing to carry out.
	

	Obviously people in flats would need to have different options to people living in houses and this would be taken into account in the chosen option so that it was workable in all housing situations.
	

	He said that in the last two years recycling in Thurrock had increased dramatically compared to other areas.  He thought an aim of 40 per cent. recycling within the next 3/4 years would be the best they could achieve, but they needed the co-operation of residents to recycle as much as possible because fines would be incurred by the Council if targets were not reached.
	

	
	

	Q.  Are there any products that you have to dispose of that could be turned into bricks?


	

	A.  Yes, there was a process being trialled in Becton but it was too early for its viability to be assessed.  Also there were other processes trialled using the methane for energy such as at Wat Tyler.
	

	Q. At present we are not allowed to recycle plastic food trays, why is this?
	

	A. There are many different types of plastic and at the moment plastic trays and the tops of plastic bottles were not able to be recycled
	

	Q. Is there not a way that manufacturers could be made to make these things out of recyclable materials?
	

	
	

	A.  Yes, but that would be a matter for Government to deal with, it was outside the Council’s power.
	

	
	

	Q. With the increase in recycling expected over the next few years and the potential savings, households should get a refund.
	

	A. There are revenue generating schemes. For instance scrap metal. About 5 years ago there were many abandoned vehicles because nobody wanted the metal, now it is a precious commodity and can make money.
	

	One innovative option is to encourage bidders to come up with ways to make money for the Council,  “What can you do for us?” and as a result they could come up with a really good system.
	

	
	

	What we do at the moment costs us more money and we are looking at ways to get our costs down. A lot of Councils keep costs down by asking that the wheelie bin is brought out to the front.
	

	What is being researched is material that can be broken down and used for other items.  Some biodegradable products take 100 years to break down.  The Government should be talking to manufacturers about packaging for re-use.
	

	
	

	Q.  In the bad old days pigswill was put out for collection, is it practical to return to it?
	

	A. In those days there were lots of smallholdings that would have a use for it but this is not longer the case and it would not therefore be practical.

He then went on to explain how anaerobic digestion plants worked.

Q. How much does it cost.

A.  It depends on the size.
	

	It was very difficult to use plastics there should be incentives from the Government to come up with ways it could be used.

Q. Can we have a list of things you can recycle.

A. Plastics, paper, cans - aluminium and steel cans, plastic bottles, tin foil.

The Forum did not know that tin foil could be recycled.

Q. What about energy saving light bulbs containing mercury, how do you dispose of them?

A. The only place to deal with these is the tip at Buckingham Hill Lane.

Q. What about yoghurt pots and drink cartons.   

A. There were two facilities for these and the nearest one was Lampits Hill car park.

The Council were looking at other facilities in the area that they could use, for instance, in Basildon and Brentwood.

Q. Do we still take rubbish from the GLC?

A. Yes it is still taken at Mucking tip.

Q.  Should we not get paid to take this rubbish and should they not deal with their own rubbish?

This point was agreed with by the Forum and a discussion broke out.

John Byford then came to the end of his talk, demonstrated the options again and asked for a quick vote on them. 

The result of this vote was that Option 1 was the most popular.  He was then asked if this was consistent with the results he had had in other areas. He replied that in areas with lots of flats, Option 4 was the most popular, but Option 1 did seem to be popular.
	

	
	

	Gordon Gambier thanked John Byford for his talk.
	

	
	

	Gordon Gambier then asked if there were any questions for the public forum.
	

	Peter O’Rourke said that vehicles were still driving on the pavements in the town centre.  There was a van outside Menzies and a lorry was parked outside Abbey Domestic and the post was now missing from the corner.
	

	Q.  When was this.
	

	
	

	A. At 5 to 6 this morning.
	

	The police officers duly noted this. It was agreed that the bollard should be 

replaced. Gordon Gambier to report this.
	Gordon Gambier

	Roy Eaton: Re Fobbing Recreation Ground’s disappearing equipment (the fence has now also disappeared!) in view of the report in the paper that funding had been obtained for various other play areas, and Fobbing had not appeared in the list, what was happening?
	

	Gordon Gambier said he would look into this but no money would be available until after 5th April as the budget was used up but he would, however, make enquiries after this date.
	
Gordon Gambier

	
	

	Q. The garden outside Somerfields was looking very untidy are they going to clear it up?  


	

	A.  They are looking at a shelter along the footpath and this could be part of the tidy up process. Gordon Gambier said he would speak to them about it.
	Gordon Gambier

	
	

	Q. Do you know what is happening about the crossing across Giffords X Road?  

A. Gordon Gambier said that he had found this information out earlier in the week but the papers were at home.
	

	Q. It was a dangerous area because traffic came off the Manorway at 50 mph immediately into a 30mph zone.  It is dangerous to cross.  An elderly man living close by uses it on a regular basis, he cannot get across v. quickly and it is hazardous.


	

	A.  Gordon Gambier said he would have the information at the next meeting.
	Gordon Gambier

	Q. I live in Church Road, we have a persistent problem with anti social behaviour.  We have had criminal damage to our fence and other nuisance behaviour.  I have phoned the police 5 times about this. There are also speeding issues in Church Road which makes it dangerous for me and my family to cross over as there is no crossing. Do the police keep a diary?

Hollie Denham replied on behalf of the police that they did keep a diary and that if they had anti social behaviour reported to them it became one of the special issues they concentrated on.
	

	
	

	Resident: The anti social behaviour seemed to come from the local public houses.
	

	Hollie Denham said they would make a note of this and endeavour to increase the patrols and also have a word with the pub landlords.
	

	
	

	Winter Fayre Report
	

	Peter O’Rourke said there was nothing to report this month. The next meeting was on 17th April in the shopping centre and local cub leaders were invited.
	

	
	

	Treasurer’s Report
	

	The Treasurer reported the balance was £14,437.85 after deducting £750 and £10 for electricity for the Fobbing Christmas Tree lights.
	

	Gordon Gambier said that in view of the number of questions that had been raised regarding highways at this meeting and previous meetings would the Forum like him to request someone from Highways to attend the next meeting. This was enthusiastically welcomed by the Forum.  Gordon Gambier said he arrange this.


	Gordon Gambier

	Police Report
	

	Hollie Denham a member of NAP (“Neighbourhood Action Panel”) gave the report to the Forum. She explained that after every NAP meeting they came away with three priorities which would receive their main attention.
	

	She was asked by the resident of Church Road if anti social behaviour would be one of the priorities this coming month. She confirmed that it would.

She explained that the most problematic crime was criminal damage.  There had been 12 this month, four in Corringham East.  

Re anti social behaviour in Corringham Town Centre, the police had recently received a lot of support from local shopkeepers. 

They had been getting kids out of the town centre once it is dark and working towards no youths after 6 p.m. also the green gate to the car park was being locked at 6 p.m.

The local off licence was not serving youths after 6 p.m.

KFC were having a minimum spend of £4.50 after 4 p.m. 

They are now down every evening and they were trying to sort out overtime to get cover for the whole period. There was no doubt that the youths did know when they were off. The Forum agreed they had probably worked out their shift pattern.

Gordon Gambier thanked Hollie for her report.


	

	Ward Councillor’s Report

Gordon Gambier said that with his Ward Councillor’s hat on he had nothing to report this month.  Are there any questions you would like to ask?

Q. There is a new Thurrock pamphlet with all foreign language on it. Anybody who arrives in this country should be encouraged to use the mother tongue of this country and if we continue to produce leaflets in every single language we will not encourage people to learn English.  How are these translations done, do the Council employ people to do this? I believe that if people want translations they should pay for them.  This should not come out of our Council tax.


	

	I do agree with you but we have to put certain information in all languages such as voting forms and public safety forms.

Q. How much did Thurrock Council spend on translation costs in the last financial year?  How much is spent with Newham language shop?

A. Gordon Gambier.  I do not know the answer to these questions, do you want me to ask these questions?  

Yes I do.

Very well I will find out.


	Gordon Gambier

	
	

	Q. Where is the polling station for the area behind Lampits Hill?  Last time it changed three days before the election.  There was a general discussion as to what had happened.
	

	
	

	Correspondence
	

	Gordon Gambier then read out the correspondence to the Forum which included a letter submitted to the Council re the change to the path by the church in the town centre.  Gordon Gambier had supported this application on behalf of the Forum.

There were new guidelines for Forums if anybody wished to read them. 
	

	Any other business
	

	Gordon Gambier said that he would like to hold the AGM next month. Our financial year runs from April to April and it made sense for the committee year to coincide with it. Can I have a show of hands?

On a show of hands it was carried that the AGM should be held in April.  

Anybody who wishes to put themselves forward for the Committee should do so.  I believe the Committee will stand in block, but there is always room for new members to join the Committee.
	

	
	

	Pete and Dot Coote:  The vehicle has been removed - last Wednesday dinnertime.
	

	
	

	Gordon Gambier introduced Mark Pritchard of the Community Enactment Network to the Forum and invited him to say a few words.

Mark said that the last Forum meeting had been about the Local Development Framework and once again the important issue to come out of that was community infrastructure.  They had put on a meeting on 29th March at the Beehive Centre in Grays with Thurrock Council to present some of the options and to give local residents the chance to make a difference.  To say to them we will accept the homes if we get the infrastructure.  Planning applications are going through without infrastructure.  The meeting will be from 9.30 to 1 o’clock.
	

	
	

	Gordon Gambier thanked Mark.
	

	Gordon Gambier said he had been advised that money left over by the Forums would be put into a money pot and it had been agreed to provide 20 new notice boards and to provide a police mobile camera for surveillance.  There would be a part time worker for websites to help Wendy Mayo.
	

	Jenny Jolly asked if it would be possible for Fobbing to be provided with a new notice board as their existing one was open to the elements and was difficult to use.

It was put to the Forum for next year’s budget and there were no objections.

Jenny Meads asked Gordon to announce that there would be a talk by Graham Smith on his book “Essex and its fight for the skies 1900-1939” in Grays Library on Friday 14th March at 7 p.m. Tickets £4.
	

	The meeting then finished.  

The next meeting will be on Monday 14th April which will be the 2008 AGM.
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