MINUTES of CORRINGHAM & FOBBING COMMUNITY FORUM                    [image: image1.jpg]Forum




Held on Monday 9th June 2008 at 7:30pm in Corringham Library
In Attendance

Gordon Gambier, Jenny Meads, Bill Dawson, Georgina Clark, Peter O’Rourke, John Cecil, Sue & Bill Fildes, Eric & Valerie Turner, Pete & Dot Coote, Trudie & Roy Eaton, Peter O’Rourke, Cllr. Roisin O’Reilly, Cllr. Phil Smith, Cllr. Danny Nicklen Cllr. Eddie Hardiman Judith Acreman, D Dowdall, Michael Casey, Tony Sharp, Nuala Keen, Jackie Humberstone, Nick Stanley, Matt Kiely, Mark Sheridan, Ps. John Gray, Ps. Jim Adams, Pc. Jac Sears & Pcso. Christine Hope.

NB. The Chair (GG) agreed to take minutes in absence of the Secretary (JJ).
1)
Apologies

Jenny Jolly, Derek Parker, Wendy Mayo, D Sargeant. 

NB: Florrie Hope has breathing difficulties and as a consequence can no longer attend our meetings. She wishes to remain a member via the post & the telephone. On receiving our minutes, Florrie will correspond with any input via the Chair. The Forum have ordered flowers and a card, to send our heartfelt regards to Florrie who has been a stalwart member throughout our Forums history and we wish her to continue as such. We look forward to her future valued comments.   

2) Minutes of previous meeting

Agreed.

3) Matters arising

.

Cllr. O’Reilly reported that the Council will look to increase the litterbins in Corringham Park  & said that the overflow of the Dog Litter Bins was due to the Bank Holiday.

Cllr. O’Reilly reported that the holes to the crossing in Corringham Town Centre had been repaired.

Cllr. Phil Smith  re the Catcracker reported that he is still currently checking that recorded evidence exists in sufficient quantities to support a review request. In the meantime, residents are asked to continue reporting all occurrences of anti social behaviour to the Police and the Council.
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4) Guest speakers

Matt Kiely reported back on the transport & highways questions from our April meeting.

1. Grass Cutting A1013 - Should be accompanied by signage is currently being reviewed.

2. Lampitts Hill footpath – This can be considered for refurbishment but is subject to comparison with other maintenance needs.

3. A1014 Giffords Cross Junction – The existing Cycle route on the Manorway does not have a safe crossing point. This crossing facility provides a safe signalised crossing for both pedestrians & cyclists. The signals were designed by Atkins, TC traffic signals consultant. New signage warning 100yds ahead new traffic signals. Speed discrimination loops incorporated in the design. High skid resistant surfacing on the approaches. Height of signal pole increased for visibility.

4. A1014 cycle path needing maintenance - This can be considered for refurbishment but is subject to comparison with other maintenance needs.

5. Traffic calming in the Sorrells – Offer of commissioning a residents consultation. Accepted by the Forum.

6. Crossing guards outside schools. Must be done initially through the school and added to their transport plan.

7. Closure of 13 Lay-bys to prevent HGV Parking. Ed Vokes of TC is currently looking into the problem.

8. Crossing pothole in St Johns Way. Scheduled for completion by 23rd May. Confirmed.

9. Request for Zebra crossing at Springhouse Rd adjacent to Tomwood Hall.

     Request for Zebra crossing at Gardners Ave adjacent to Langlands on the bend.                              

· These have been included as a service request and will be prioritised against other requests.

An item regarding CRAP on the cycle paths. ( A technical term re- Cycling Rubbish And Punctures) It was agreed that more street cleaning of cycle paths was to be recommended to resolve the problem of rubbish being collecting in these lanes in the absence of motor vehicle traffic.

The Forum showed their appreciation to Matt by a round of applause.

Michael Casey – Gave a briefing on Video Based News bringing Thurrock to the World.

5) 
Questions & Public Forum    

Mark Sheridan – gave a briefing on his project of a kick wall in Corringham Recreation Ground adjacent to the Bowls Club and Larkswood. A general question and answer ensued with the Chair giving Florrie Hope’s input. It was decided that the way forward would be to invite all residents of Larkswood to our next meeting and that they be consulted on the project by TC.                                                                   Action TC & GG

Jackie Humberstone of Thurrock in Bloom arranged for a display board and leaflets alongside the front table.

Jackie gave a brief resume of the different category’s, Front Garden, Doorstep, Drought Garden, Floral Public House, Hanging Basket/container, Wildlife Garden, Commercial premises ie Retail Factory & Industrial, School & Young People, Environmental Garden,
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Community Project, Senior Citizens Complex, Outstanding contribution by a citizen and finally Allotment Garden. The Chair thought it appropriate to mention he had won the best 

allotment in 1997. He had also been instrumental in the early days of Thurrock In Bloom in putting hanging baskets in our town centres, which he personally had regularly watered.

6)
Police & NAP report

The Chair remarked how surprised he was to see Ps. John Gray who was supposed to be in hospital having a back operation. He asked if it was a miracle cure to which John replied more a cancelled op. 

John also introduced our new PS. Jim Adams who volunteered for our area from CID. We wish him well.

Pc. Jac Sears then gave us a run down of the latest stats for our area. 

Unfortunately there has been a rise in some of the figures. 

There has been a rise in gate theft due to the price of scrap metal. The Chair retorted I hope they don’t take offence (a pun on our new metal fence around the kiddies play area in Corringham Park)

Violent crime, which includes domestic violence has added to the figures.  In the Thors Oak area garden walls have been kicked down, this is not to be confused with the kick wall mentioned earlier. One is a crime the other a goal. 

We have had a spat of car theft and damage to car windscreens and wing mirrors. 

We were reminded that on April 1st all crime figure numbers are put to zero.
The Chair introduced Nick Staley Park Ranger for Langdon Hills Country Park, which includes One Tree Hill, he explained he was attending this as a NAP meeting. He was then invited to put his question to the police. He explained that the Park was experiencing a new problem for our area, men using the park for opportunist meetings with other men. He was invited to speak in depth to the police after the meeting. On a lighter note you could say, he is helping the Police with their enquiries.

7)
Winter Town Festival Report

Tony Sharp Chair of the Homesteads Forum gave his apologies he had to leave the meeting a few minutes earlier, prior to this item on the agenda.
Tony Benson Chair of Corringham Town Festival asked me to read a letter to the Forum

Dear Forum

I am sure you know the Corringham Town Winter Festival has become a popular event. It brings colour and laughter when the evenings have become cold and bleak. Some would say that it is the best Christmas lights show in Thurrock, the organisers give their time freely, the committee being made up of shopkeepers, local residents, and community group representatives.

Our main problem is raising money, to pay for the maintenance and replacement of lights and stage. Petroplus (BP before) are a major supporter and we hope with bated breath that DP World will support us in the future.

It is the subject of raising money that I am writing to you, not to request any financial support, but to seek your agreement to allow us through our associates to have a Fun Fair on the Recreation Ground (next to the Shell Club) for one night, this will allow us to raise a substantial amount of money. I am aware as a general rule that Fun Fairs on the 
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Recreation Ground are not always popular with local residents, but feel sure as our associate is a local Fair Ground proprietor he will not blot his copybook.

If we do not hear from you we will assume that you do not object to our one-day/evening money-raising event.

Regards

Tony

A general discussion ensued with the Forum giving a unanimous vote for support. 

Peter O’Rourke

Barn dance scheduled for 15th August at Pegasus Club, live band ticket price £8:00

8)
Treasurer's Report

Bill Dawson updated the Forum on our Bank Statement Details. – Asked, nobody had any questions for the treasurer.
9)
Ward Councillor’s Reports

Cllr Smith
Phil updated the Forum on what was happening in the Council since the election, ie the various committees that Councillors sit on. He also gave an update on the Catcracker Public House.

Cllr R O'Reilly 

Roisin gave her apologies she had to leave the meeting a few minutes earlier, prior to this item on the agenda.

Cllr. Danny Nicklen

Danny gave a brief resume on his actions since being elected, He has attended various complex meetings and done a walkabout on the Crux estate. He is liasing with residents in Bellmaine to try and resolve the anti-social behaviour problems they have been experiencing with youths. He has had a meeting with the police, and visited the local housing office to meet the staff.








10)      Correspondences

The Chair has written to the Manager of the Local Housing Office inviting a representative to attend future Forum Meetings. Previously GG as Chair of the Forum would go to the office to update staff and discuss problems. He has been informed that he, nor any other ex Councillor’s are allowed in the office. He is persona non grata.    

TC letter re Budget  no significant change

Carnival Association thank you letter.

Neighbourhood Watch Questionnaire

Thurrocks got Talent

Second Generation Furniture

Civic Awards

Postcard from the Park

LinKs 

National Falls Awareness Day - Before moving to AOB the Forum were made aware of the biggest fool GG (sorry another dodgy Pun). 
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11) AOB (Any Other Business)

The Chair attended an event put on by Ngage to celebrate Community Forums. Corringham & Fobbing Forum were given a Certificate of Appreciation signed by Wendy Mayo (Ngage) & Angie Ridgwell Chief Executive for TC.  

12)
Date & time of next meeting

Monday 14th July 2008 @ 7:30pm in Corringham Library.

The Chair thanked all for attending, apologised for the lateness and closed the meeting at approximately 9:37pm.

         -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

There followed a;

Corringham & Fobbing Community Forum Committee Meeting  

NB. Forum Members are very welcome to attend and listen, but are not permitted input to the meeting. Only Corringham & Fobbing Community Forum Committee Members may debate. 
Application for funds received from the following, they were discussed and the Committee’s recommendations are added.

Forum Budget = £14,900 – 2008 - 2009

Administration Costs 5% = £745 – Applied for. Action Chair GG
CVS Membership £10 – Done

Winter Town Festival Lights - Stipulate must be new. £5000  ?  

Fobbing Christmas Tree Box & Armoured Cable    £1000  ?

Christmas Trees (2) £ 600  ?

Carnival Association £300 ?

Corringham Scouts assistance to erect fence around their facility in the town centre – Letter to Fords & Royal Standard Bank  Action Chair GG
Wills Hill residents’ association for up to 3 large metal flower Boxes £700 ?

Hope Committee, would appreciate any sponsorship for the Stanford Festival

Requests made on the basis that the Hope Committee works on the old parish boundaries and that Corringham and Fobbing Forum covers part of this area.   £0 ?

Flowers & Card for Florrie.- Done through Admin Costs.

NB. These funding matters will be discussed and voted upon at the July meeting.
