Meeting of Corringham and Fobbing Forum 
held on Monday, 14th April 2008 at 7.30 p.m. in Corringham Library

	Present:
	Gordon Gambier

	
	Jenny Jolly

	
	Bill Dawson

	
	Jenny Meads

	
	Peter O’Rourke

	
	Judith Acreman

	
	Georgina Clark

	
	Florrie Hope

	
	

	Apologies:
	Roy and Trudie Eaton

	
	Roisin O’Reilly

	
	Phil Smith

	
	John Gray, Essex Police


In attendance:


John Cecil, resident

Jac Sears PC 2116 (Essex Police)
PCSO – Christine Hope (Essex Police)
PC Hollie Denham PC124 (Essex Police)

Eric and Val Turner - residents

Derek Parker (SPEAC)

Peter & Dot Coote (TOFFS)
Derek Dowdall - resident
W.D. Fildes - resident
Susan R. Fildes - resident

	
	Action

	Gordon Gambier opened the meeting by thanking everyone for turning out in such bad weather.  We have had a bit of every type of weather this week he said.  
	

	He then went through the apologies for absence listed above.
	

	
	

	He then asked if everyone had had a copy of the Minutes and if they were a true record of the meeting.  The Minutes were passed by the Forum as a true record of the meeting.
	

	
	

	Matters Arising
	

	Roy Eaton had raised Fobbing Recreation ground’s missing equipment - including now the fence. Gordon Gambier had made some enquiries and he had e-mailed Roy and Trudie Eaton giving them their local Councillor’s e-mail address so they could contact him directly because he said, in all honesty, he would have had to move it over to their Councillor in any event.
	

	Regarding the garden outside Somerfields, he had asked if they were going to clear it up.  They said they will clear it up, although they do clear it up under regular maintenance every six months, but in the pipeline it looks like they may be removing it. There was a discussion concerning putting in a couple of benches.  At this moment in time Somerfields are looking to change the whole of their front.
	

	Query from Forum member: Can’t they put a public toilet there?

Gordon Gambier replied “Wonderful, I agree”.
	

	Regarding the junction of Giffords X Road and the Manorway he would let Mat Kiely from the transport section of Thurrock Council explain this in a moment

In response to the question of how much Thurrock Council spend on translations the response he had received said that Thurrock Council spends in the region of £7,000 a year, which was well below the benchmark of other local authorities.  Documents were not automatically translated, they were only translated when requested.  The Council pay Newham Council for each document request.  Any type of document can be translated.

Member of the Forum: 

It is good practice when visiting another country to be able to speak that countries language.
Gordon Gambier: I totally agree, it is our national language.

Derek Parker said he had read somewhere else that the costs of translation were £134,000.  Gordon Gambier said he could only quote the response he had received from the Corporate Services Manager Kristina Treeluck, he had no option other than to quote this figure.  He read the e-mail to the Forum.
	

	Regarding John Cecil’s query about the polling station, Gordon Gambier had e-mailed him direct confirming that it was to be at Gifford Cross Car Park.
	

	Gordon Gambier then went on to explain that as it was the Forum’s AGM he would need someone to chair the meeting whilst he stepped down. Georgina Clark volunteered and Gordon Gambier handed the meeting over. Georgina asked if there was anyone who would like to stand for Chairman of the Forum.  There was no response.

She then asked if she could have a proposal that Gordon Gambier stands as chair person for another year.

This was proposed and duly seconded.

Gordon Gambier duly returned to the chair.

Gordon Gambier then said that the Committee would like to be nominated en bloc, would anybody else like to join the committee? There was no response.

Gordon Gambier then asked if he could have a proposal for the Committee to stand en bloc. John Cecil made the proposal and Peter Cootes seconded this. The vote was unanimous for the Committee to remain in office for a further year.

Gordon Gambier then closed the AGM part of the meeting.

He then introduced Mat Kiely of Thurrock Council saying he will attempt to answer any questions you have concerning transport with the proviso that any questions he cannot answer he will e-mail me and I will give you the information at the next meeting.
	

	
	

	Peter Cootes: Why were there no traffic signs when the Council were cutting the verges on the 1310 this afternoon?  They have them in other regions why not in Thurrock?  One driver went the wrong way round the keep left sign to get through. There were heavy lorries trying to get through and the traffic built way back.
	

	
	

	Mat Kiely: I am not sure what needs to be done as it comes under cleaning and greening, but I will contact them to find out if signage is required as a safety measure.  I will look into it and come back to you.
	Mat Kiely

	Florrie Hope:  Do you have anything to do with repairs to the pavements?
	

	Not specifically, I am in the transport department and that would come under highways and engineering. I had hoped that someone from that department would have been able to come this evening but it was not possible.

Florrie Hope:  I recently had to buy a mobility scooter. Coming along Lampits Hill the pavement is so bad that I nearly fell off. It is very sloping.  I have been specifically told by other people never to use that bit of the pavement for my scooter as I would have an accident. There is a 4 inch drop.

Mat Kiely: Whereabouts is it?

Florrie Hope: Kenwood Road downwards.

Mat Kiely:  There is a limited amount of funding left for maintenance this year as the programme has already been set up. The maintenance team could follow this up once it is reported.

Florrie Hope: They can borrow my scooter!

Mat Kiely:  I will ask highways maintenance to look at the fund programme for 08/09.

Florrie Hope:  This pavement has been complained about for years.  Ann Cheale was aware of it at an earlier Forum meeting.

Derek Parker:  Are you able to enlighten us of the position of the discussions with Essex Council on the Canvey Manorway link?

Mat Kiely:  Essex Council would like to put a link through but Thurrock Council are opposed to it because of congestion and environmental problems this would have in Corringham, Stanford and surrounding areas and there would be issues of road safety.

Derek Parker:  The Council have said they are opposed to such a link.

Mat Kiely: The Council are promoting a Green Link through the marshes.  If that is to go through the arguments for the road link do not stand up.  There would be certain damage to wildlife and habitat by such a link.

Q. Why is the crossing over Giffords Cross so close to the Manorway?

Mat Kiely: It was looked at in connection with the cycleway and allows a smooth safe place for cyclists to cross.

Comment:  It looks as though it will cause a catastrophe.

Mat Kiely:  When it is completed it will be a signalled crossing and there will be an alert that there is a new road layout ahead.

Q. Regarding Gable Hall school, many clubs use their sports facilities and cars are parking on the bend, they should be made to park in the car park.

Mat Kiely:  There is always an issue with parking there. I will have to check, it might be possible to erect a barrier or it might be a policing issue, perhaps contact the football clubs that use the school to ask them not to park on the verge.

Hollie Denham then said that the police would try to fund some cones, which they were prepared to put out both on Saturday and on Sunday.  She would speak to the school.
	Mat Kiely

Holly Denham

	
	

	Georgina Clark:  I work for Petroplus and the cycle path to our works needs repairing.  The Council survey had been done a long time ago, what is happening about it?

Mat Kiely:  I will find out about this.
	Mat Kiely

	
	

	John Cecil:  The parking at Giffords Cross school is a big problem in the area what hope can you give us to make it safe for children crossing to and from school?  It has become a difficult and contentious area.

Christine Hope:  I beg to differ.  We have been down there approximately 12 times and have only had cause to speak to one person.  In my experience Gifford Cross is one of the better examples of parking.

Christine then went on to explain that they now have a power to give a section 59 warning in writing, on the vehicle, which would involve a fine of £105, the vehicle would be taken away and a charge of £12 a day would be made to recover it.  People who continue to offend will have their vehicle seized under section 59 (which applies both to the person and the vehicle) so if they were driving another car the section 59 would still apply.  They would be prepared to use this power to stop consistent inconsiderate parking.
	

	
	

	Q. Have you finished putting in mini roundabouts?

Mat Kiely:  I would like to say yes, but do not think it is the end. A lot of the ones that have gone in are for traffic enforcement.

Judith Acreman:  Can I please ask that you keep the white blobs in the road white?  When you come to an unfamiliar area and it is pitch black, you do not realise it is a roundabout and think you have right of way.  You do need to keep the reflective topping painted.

Q. Re traffic calming, the speed humps in the Sorrels do not slow traffic down, you should put in speed controls.

Mat Kiely:  There have been different avenues of thought as to whether speed humps are the most effective. For example, the restrictions along the High Road in North Stifford everybody hates.  You could end up with something you hate.  We have now to weigh up the cost, if it is successful will it be of more benefit and if not would it be value for money.

Gordon Gambier: The trouble with humps in the Sorrells is heavy traffic i.e.lorries servicing the town centre coming in through the Sorrells and hitting the humps.  I have a great deal of sympathy with the people who live there.

Forum member: There is a 20 mph zone down Abbots Drive to Town Centre. The lollipop lady says the cars do not stop.

John Cecil: Someone said to me that we look after children crossing the roads with a lollipop lady, could we not afford a supervisor for that hour to help children as they walk to school and with other crossings?

Q. Is the new A13 maintained by Essex Council or Thurrock Council?

Mat Kiely:  Thurrock Council is responsible from the Five Bells to Tilbury Dock Approach Road.

Forum member: Just before you turn off for Lakeside, lorries were parked up in the lay-bye about two weeks ago. 

Mat Kiely:  HGVs are a problem in the borough.   Now they cannot park in West Thurrock they park in lay byes.

Peter O’Rourke:  If Shell goes off there is going to be a bigger problem.

Mat Kiely:  Essex Council are looking to closing lay byes.

Forum member:  We need some sort of viable parking for lorries there is no lorry park.

Mat Kiely:  We are looking at acquiring land but most land is of more value for development.

Q. What about Pilgrims Lane?

Mat Kiely:  This is only for emergency purposes such as the recent Petroplus incident.

Forum member:  At the moment with lorries parking in lay-byes and using the sides of road for toilets, this is having an effect on people’s safety.

Mat Kiely:  The Council realises the problem and are actively looking for a site. They might convert the Lakeside overspill, but I do not think that is going to happen as the residents around Chafford Hundred have complained that it should not be used for that. It is classified as a Greenfield site.  The Council have received too many objections from local residents.


	

	Q. Would it be possible to have a crossing at Gardner Avenue opposite the flats at Langlands? Many elderly people cross there and it is dangerous.  It affects the residents of Belmain complex and other complexes use it.


	

	Mat Kiely:  It would be looked into.
	Mat Kiely

	
	

	Q. Recently when they were working on the Manorway traffic ended up coming through the Andersons at 50, 60 and 70 mph in a built up area.
	

	
	

	Mat Kiely: It can be looked at and some sort of analysis done with our engineers to show what could be done. These things cannot happen overnight.
	Mat Kiely

	Gordon Gambier thanked Mat Kiely for taking the questions of the Forum concerning the various transport concerns in the area.
	

	
	

	Police and Nap Report
	

	Holly Denham gave the police report. 1st April started their new year. Crime has gone down, at the moment by 25 per cent. There had been an outbreak of burglaries where they use fishing poles to hook car keys and then steal cars off people’s driveways. You are advised to keep your car keys in a safe place, away from doors and windows.  The cars attracting these people are Ford Fiestas STs and Focuses.

Holly then said she had an announcement to make. This would be her last Forum meeting.  As of this Friday she would be leaving to join the child abuse section in Hainault.  She said that everything would carry on the same.  They are trying to keep the youths over the park and away from the library.  KFC and the off licence have been working with us and things are improving.  What they are doing does work.

The Forum were sorry to be losing Holly and Gordon Gambier asked the Forum if they thought it appropriate that the Forum write to Holly’s boss and say how much the Forum appreciated all the hard work she had put in within the community.  The Forum universally agreed that this was an excellent idea and Gordon Gambier asked Jenny Jolly to write the letter.

John Cecil suggested a round of applause for Holly and the Forum enthusiastically did so.
	Jenny Jolly

	
	

	Winter Fayre
	

	Peter O’Rourke said there was a meeting on Thursday evening, but as there had not been one last month there was nothing to report.  They had invited all the shop owners to attend the meeting. Phil Smith had delivered the invitations.

Peter O’Rourke said the Forum supports us, but the shop keepers who reap vast benefits do nothing for us.
	

	
	

	Treasurer’s Report
	

	Bill Dawson said that nothing had been paid out. We have had £923.67 paid in from Thurrock Council and have a balance of £15,361.52p.

As it was the AGM he had prepared a list of expenses paid out throughout the year, which he would leave on the table for the Forum members to inspect, should they so wish.

Gordon Gambier asked if the Forum had any questions for Bill. There were no questions so Gordon thanked him.
	

	Ward Councillor’s Report
	

	Gordon Gambier explained that the Cat Cracker had been visited by the police and the Council have visited other pubs, clubs etc in the area, but the Cat Cracker had 9 underage drinkers. He was going to assume that the police may call the pub in for a review, if they do not, he would do so.
	

	
	

	The Council is looking into appealing against the decision to have an amusement arcade in the town centre.  As you know, I and several other people went and fought against it.  It is not just us that have lost against this organisation; they have used the same team, including a QC, to fight against residents wishes.  In all the applications they have made they have always won using the same arguments.  I think it would be foolish for Thurrock Council to ask for an appeal on the decision because they would lose.  

Unfortunately you use it or lose it.  Normally it is the other way round but if it is not used, then we will lose it.

The letters that were up on the facia boards were taken by youths.  We have succeeded in it being soundproofed, which is something they were not expecting to have to do.

Eric:  In the paper there was a mention of some money from the government, could that be used for Fobbing recreation ground?  How do you go about getting it?

Give me a little bit of time to have a word with the Council officers in charge of parks etc.

I will fight our quarter so that we in Corringham and Fobbing and Stanford get something for our children.

In the rest of the borough children have been catered for but we seem to have lost out.

I have been asked for our views on the bowling club in Old Corringham building a high wall for kids to kick balls up against.

After the Forum discussing noise - no immediate neighbours, it was thought that they would prefer something with more team involvement, if there was a crowd of youths attracted it would affect people’s lives in the area and also the bowling club.  It would also be an invitation for graffiti.

Gordon Gambier said he would invite Mark Sheridan Thurrock’s outdoor sports officer to talk to the Forum.

Regarding the new toll for Thurrock residents using the Dartford River Crossing did Gordon Gambier know how it would work?  Nothing appeared to be finalised yet, but it appeared that a dart tag would be needed and each person was eligible not just one per  household.  Gordon Gambier said that as soon as he heard the full details he would let the Forum know what to do.
	Gordon Gambier

Gordon Gambier

	What is happening to the old Barclays Bank building?

It is going to be a St. Luke’s furniture shop.
	

	Correspondence
	

	There was a questionnaire on Neighbourhood Watch.  Gordon had asked for it to be sent to the Forum and they would complete it.
	

	
	

	Paul Murray had written his concern about Gable Hall school closing its gates and not allowing cars to use the car park. This was as a result of a child being knocked over.  The problem with the car park was that cars did not use the far end of the car park and there was no discipline by parents in the car park to follow the right way in and the right way out.  

With the car park shut it was causing chaos twice a day in the surrounding area.  What could be done about it?

Gordon Gambier: Would you like the Forum to write to the school saying we are concerned about the implications for the local community with the school car park closed.

The Forum agreed on this.  
	

	Any other business
	

	Gordon had been asked by TVRG which Thurrock Volunteer Resilience Group for an emergency response team in the event of any such incident as Petroplus, to help in an evacuation centre, making people comfortable, organising drinks etc.

The following members volunteered:

Dot and Peter Cootes
Valerie and Eric Turner

Bill Dawson

John Cecil
Bill and Susan Fildes

Gordon Gambier thanked them for being prepared to help with this scheme.

The meeting then closed.  The next meeting is on Monday 12th May at 7.30 p.m. in Corringham Library.
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