Meeting of Corringham and Fobbing Forum
Held on 12th September 2011 at 7.30 in Corringham Library
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	Action

	Minutes of Last meeting  

The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as correct by all those in attendance. 
Matters Arising

The hedge in Fobbing which was raised at the last meeting has not yet been cut back - Danni Tate (DT) to email Mark Coxshall (MC) for an update.
Police Nap Report
Burglaries have increased with gold and jewellery being taken which can be sold anonymously thus making these items difficult to recover.  There is no specific area being targeted.  Arrests have been made although prosecutions are being difficult to prove without recovery of the property.
Anti-social behaviour has decreased.

Derek Parker (DP) stated that motorbikes are driving up and down the Manorway at speed at about 11am last Sunday.  John West (JW) to flag up for local team to take action.

Judith Acreman (JA) stated that work vans are being brought home and parked on the pavement where she resides causing an obstruction and preventing emergency vehicles access.  JA requested that DT raise this as an issue with the Gazette and request that residents who are affected ring the police ‘101’ number to report.
Bill Dawson (BD) asked about parking on a hard-standing outside his house.  Cllr Phil Anderson (PA) said it was not illegal.  Cllr Nicklen (DN) stated it was possible to get bollards installed but advised that it was a lengthy and difficult process and that the last case took two years to deal with.

JW reported that all neighbourhood policing is now based at Tilbury.
Treasurers Report
No transactions or recent expenditure to report.

Winter Fayre
A request has been made via DT for the Winter Fayre committee to be reunited with the community forum.  It was suggested that they be invited to the next forum meeting in October to discuss.  DT to invite.
DT asked if the forum would be prepared to fund two Christmas trees, as the previous year, to be placed outside Corringham library and the other in Fobbing.  It was agreed to fund both trees up to the cost of £300 (three hundred pounds).  It was also agreed that the trees would be in the region of 10ft in height.  BD to research costings.

It was reported via DT that Sharon of Bella’s flowers was experiencing damage to her flowers caused by greenfly on a privet hedge located at the front of her shop and that she was happy to replant with flowers - DN will find out if this is acceptable to the council.

DT raised the question of a craft market being held quarterly in Corringham to which the forum agreed in principle - DT to explore.
Councillors Report
The forum was informed that Stamford East would be used as a pilot for new ‘Ward Councillors budget’.  PA stated that three councillors have £2,000 each to spend.  DN put forward a proposal to purchase salt boxes for local residents in order that they could do their own gritting, the council would fund and be responsible for keeping these boxes topped up with salt/grit, they would also unlock the boxes when freezing weather conditions ensued.  Phil Smith (PS) stated that these boxes were available on request at no cost.  The forum voted that this to be explored by DN and PS.  PA invited the forum to put forward suggestions in respect of future projects.  PS advised the forum that other counties have had a big success with providing mushroom type shelters with controlled lighting for youths and suggested that this could be a consideration for the local area.  The forum voted that lighting for the Adizone Centre was a first priority and voted unanimously to nominate this as the current project.  PA to speak to Sue Bloss Environmental Services in respect  ofthe way forward.
Any Other Business
BD raised the question of a plaque for Florrie Hope in respect of her work on the Adizone Centre.  It was suggested that this plaque be made of resin as opposed to metal due to the possibility of theft.  BD will explore size and cost and ascertain a suitable anchorage point.
The forum were in agreement that the closure of Corringham Police Station was totally unacceptable.  The forum questioned the implications of the closure including police response times.  JW was unable to remain for the duration of the meeting as he is now based at Tilbury and had to return there at the end of his shift.  The forum agreed that the closure of the front desk at Corringham Police Station had very little impact on the community.  PA suggested that as a first step we invite a senior police officer to our next meeting for a question and answer session.  PS advised the forum that the Chief Constable for Essex would be in attendance at a full council meeting in the civic offices on 21st September at 7pm to answer pre-submitted questions, the deadline to put forward questions was 5pm 12th September, however PS suggested it would be informative for local residents to attend.  DT to invite local Inspector to next forum or arrange a special meeting.  JW to liaise with DT and the appropriate Inspector.  Dave Plant (DP) urged forum to read Essex police reports on internet which sets out their future policing plans.   DT to contact Gazette following the recent publication of her interview in respect of the closure to publicize the forthcoming council meeting in order to generate local interest.
Jenny Meads (JM) reminded the forum that the Winter Fayre was holding a social event at the East Thurrock Community Centre this Friday. 
Next Meeting
To be held on 10th October 2011 at Corringham Fire Station at 1930hrs.  
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