Meeting of Corringham and Fobbing Forum
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	Action

	Minutes of Last meeting  

The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as correct by all those in attendance. 
Matters Arising
Chair spoke to Sgt ARGENT in respect of officers cycling on the pavement in Corringham town centre and confirmed that he will speak to his officers about pavement cycling, however if an officer is seen cycling on the pavement their collar number should be noted and forwarded on him.
Police Nap Report - PCSO John WEST (JW)
Criminal damage and burglary are up,  anti-social behaviour is down, however there has been a recent trend in setting fire to bins but the police have some ‘likely suspects’ and hopefully this has put a stop to this trend.  Sgt ARGENT has now been re-deployed to South Ockendon and as yet the new sergeant has not been announced.  Corringham front desk has now closed, which prompted the question “do Essex Police have internet reporting facilities?” - JW will find out and report back to the forum.  JW confirmed that Corringham beat officers were still working from Tilbury however, he could not confirm if Corringham Police Station will be sold.  Chair advised the floor due to the re-organisation of the policing sectors we should be vigilant in respect of police response times to incidents.  Mark Coxshall (MC) advised that the Chief Constable is admitting to ‘asset review’ from now until March.  Jenny Meads (JM) raised a concern that Corringham library appears to have the majority of anti-social behaviour issues in Thurrock.  Julie Sorrell-Wilde (JSW) reported that shopkeepers are experiencing youth disorder issues in the town centre in the evenings including banging on shop windows, throwing missiles and drinking alcohol.  Bella Flower shop appears to be suffering the majority of this ASB and JW stated he would make a visit there the next day.  JW also confirmed that PCSO numbers have been reduced from 6 to 2.
Treasurers Report from Bill DAWSON (BD)
No transactions or recent expenditure to report.

Public Forum - John DARLING (JD)
JD made a presentation to the forum in respect of the Karis May DARLING Foundation.  The foundation would like to provide facilities for performing arts and sport for the young people of Corringham.  They want to build a community centre either in the park where they would propose to manage  and maintain the park’s facilities.  The alternative site would be by Graham James school.  Julie SORRELL-WILDE (JS) suggested that John talk to Connexions as they have a vision to facilitate projects with the youth and the aim should be to build bridges between the youth of Corringham and Stanford-le-Hope where there is youth tension.  Judith ACREMAN (JA) questioned if there was a need for another performing arts facility in the borough.  A resident asked about the number of young people involved and JD envisaged approximately 150.  Residents expressed concern about the impact of this in respect of noise and parking issues.  JD confirmed that it is envisaged two salaried managers and volunteers will be employed.  JA suggested it be appropriate to check on regulations as such a facility may fall within the remit of Ofsted.  MC said it was very unlikely that Thurrock Council will sell off any asset including land at the present time.
Winter Fayre Report - Julie SORRELL-WILDE
Bella flowers provided a quote for £200 for a 12’ Christmas tree, £150 for a 10’ tree and £20 each for potting up.  The forum voted unanimously to purchase two 10’ trees.  The Winter Festival will take place on 8th December 2011 and a local young athlete, Hayley from Palmers School, will switch on the tree lights.  Local singers, dancers and Sutherland Pipes and Drums will be performing on the stage provided by Bella Flowers.  Georgina CLARKE will be turning on the town lights on 28th November 2011 at 4.30 pm.  The lights cost £3,500 this year and the Winter Fayre Committee has been constantly fundraising with a forthcoming barn dance anticipated to raise further funds.  The Winter Fayre Committee have made plans for next year’s event however, the majority of the Committee members will be standing down and JSW enquired if it was feasible for them to work with the forum.  Chair invited the Winter Fayre Committee members to a joint meeting with the forum on 9th January 2012 at Corringham Fire Station.
Councillors Report - Mark Coxshall
MC invited questions with no issues being raised.

Any Other Business
Residents from Hawthorne Close, Fobbing attended the forum in respect of a specific planning concern regarding dog kennels.  MC confirmed that an enforcement notice has commenced however it does take some time to implement.  A resident confirmed that they have put in a formal complaint in respect of how the council have handled this planning issue.
Neighbourhood Watch
Two neighbourhood watch members reassured the forum that neighbourhood watch is still active in East Thurrock however, they are actively seeking to recruit new members and invited members of the forum to join.  It is anticipated that a quarterly newsletter will be prepared and distributed in the new year.

BD advised the forum that an A4 size plaque in commemoration of Florrie’s community work would cost £75.  It was put to the forum that the words “Remembering all the work of Florrie Hope in our Community …and the year (to be confirmed) be engraved on the plaque was unanimously agreed.

Chair has been in discussions with DP World  who have offered to take residents on a site visit and invited anyone who would like to come along to put forward their name to her.
​Forum Christmas Drink

It was agreed to be held on Monday 12th December 2011 in the Catcracker Public House, 7.30pm.
Next Meeting
To be held on 9th January 2012, Corringham Fire Station at 1930hrs.  
	JW













