Meeting of Corringham and Fobbing Forum 
held on Monday, 14th September 2009 at 7.30 p.m. in Corringham Fire Station
	Present:
	Gordon Gambier

	
	Jenny Jolly

	
	Bill Dawson

	
	Judith Acreman

	
	Jenny Meads

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Apologies:
	PC 2116 Dean

	
	PC 1279 Dean

	
	

	
	

	
	


In attendance:

PCSO 8746 Christine Hope - Essex Police Corringham
Roy and Trudie Eaton - residents
Tony Benson -  Homesteads, Winter Festival, TRUP

Steve Dickinson - resident
Derek Dowdall

Eric and Valerie Turner - resident and Co-op Guild
Jean Baker - resident
Adrienne Morris - resident

Joan Elliott - resident
Bill and Sue Fildes - residents
Phil Smith - Councillor

Janet Dipper - resident
	
	Action

	Gordon Gambier welcomed everyone to the Forum and hoped everyone had a good holiday.
	

	
	

	Apologies for Absence
	

	The above apologies were given - (holiday)

The Chairman then said that the Agenda and Minutes had been on the website for some weeks.  He asked if the Minutes were a true record.

The Forum agreed they were, except one resident said that the venue of this meeting was wrongly stated as being at Corringham fire station instead of Corringham library.  Gordon Gambier said that this would be amended.

On checking this, it was found that the Minutes were in fact correct in respect of the venue and therefore no amendment would be necessary.

	

	Matters arising
	

	Gordon Gambier said that as you know, this evening we are very lucky to have with us Jonathan Catton of Thurrock Library to talk to us about our local area and I therefore hand you over to him now.

Jonathan Catton then proceeded to give a fascinating and informative historical talk with slides and photos of local people and buildings etc.  This was a great success with Forum members.  He finished by saying that if he was invited back next year he would make his talk even more specific to Corringham and Fobbing.
	

	
	

	Gordon Gambier said that he knew by the huge round of applause there was no doubt that this was one of the most successful talks given to the Forum and he had no hesitation in inviting Jonathan back on the Forum’s behalf.
	

	
	

	Jonathan then elected to stay for the rest of the meeting as various Forum members had names of people in some of the photos to give him together with other details he had been unaware of and would pass them on after the meeting.
	

	Police and Nap report
	

	
	

	Christine Hope said that at the last Forum meeting she had been asked if figures could be collected to compare the three months last year with the same three months this year.  This had been done and she read to the Forum both sets of figures.

	

	She then proceeded to give the crime figures for this last period

	

	Offences

Corringham West

Corringham East/Fobbing

Arson

1

-

Burglary Dwelling

3

1

Burglary Other

3

6

Criminal Damage

14

-

Drugs Possession

1

-

Robbery

1

1

Theft

6

4

Theft of Motor vehicles

6

1

Theft from motor vehicles

5

1

Vehicle interference

2

-

Theft of Pedal Cycle

5

-

Violent Crime i.e. assault/assault police officer/harassment/public order/domestic/schoolboys
15

1


	

	
	

	She was asked if the lady selling baby clothes in the town centre needed a licence.  She said Thurrock Council issued street vendor licences and she would check if the lady had one.
	

	
	

	There were still complaints about people parking in the disabled bays, in particular the one outside Choice.  She said once again that the police were no longer responsible for parking and she had been requested by the Forum to find out how many tickets were issued by the council in respect of disabled bays and there had been two issued in 2007.
	

	
	

	Xmas Fayre Report
	

	
	

	Tony Benson gave the report and said that his main reason for attending was to thank the Forum personally for the money for the Xmas lights, insurance etc.  He said he had no hesitation in saying that without this money the Xmas Fayre would not be going ahead.  The Committee were extremely grateful to the Forum as the criteria they had to meet were way beyond the amount they could raise by their fund raising evenings etc.  He said some local shopkeepers appreciated the extra business they got on the night and were prepared to make a donation but there were many others who would not.  He felt this was unfortunate as it was their town centre and the Fayre drew lots of people from the surrounding area to the town which was very good for their business and he felt they should be prepared to donate something towards it.
	

	As mentioned at the last meeting they were considering a company to maintain and display the lights.  They had now entered into a contract with them.  They maintained the lights in Dartford and Bletchley among other places and would swap the lights round each year so the display would never be the same as the year before.
	

	
	

	They had raised £200 on race night.
	

	They were holding an Abba night on 9th October.  Tickets £7 at the Pegasus club.
	

	
	

	At the Fayre they would have the dancers from the performance college and the pipers.
	

	
	

	He also mentioned that they never had enough people helping on the night because everything had to be put up and cleared away the same evening.  If anyone could spare an hour or two to give a hand they would be extremely welcome.

	

	Treasurer’s Report
	

	Bill Dawson said that £5,000 had been paid to the Xmas Fayre and £250 to the Stanford Committee towards their insurance.  The remaining total was £6,049.82
	

	
	

	Councillor’s Report
	

	Phil Smith said there was nothing much to report except that everyone would get 3 bins.

A forum member asked how much the Council had consulted on this as he hadn’t had a consultation form.  Christine Hope said that she had had one.  He said he wanted to know how the Council had decided we all needed 3 bins.  At the request of the Forum Gordon Gambier said he would ask about the consultation.
Discussion broke out as Forum members queried where they were going to store the bins and also when the contractors left them blocking the pavement, now there would be three, would they have to walk in the road?

The Council had originally told the Forum that terraced houses and flats etc. would not fit in with this system so would be allowed to have boxes and/or bin bags.  Was this still the case?  No-one wanted to look at a street of dustbins in front gardens of the houses with no back access.

Phil Smith then went on to mention that the Council had been approached by a market trading organisation for permission to run a market in Corringham Town Centre.  This was only at a very early stage.  Forum members pointed out that there would need to be parking for lorries etc. and there was none.  Also the area would become very untidy and noisy for residents.  Phil Smith said that this was only an initial approach to the council and anything more formal would be the subject of consultation.


	



Gordon Gambier

	Any Other Business
	

	Gordon Gambier then expressed the sadness of the Forum on the death of Florrie Hope a founder member.  He said she was always very interested in Forum matters even though she could no longer attend meetings she still corresponded on points she felt strongly about right up to the end.  She was a lovely lady and would be sadly missed by everyone.

The Forum had sent flowers and had received a card of thanks from the family.

Dave Gillon of the White Lion in Fobbing had requested a notice board for the village as the one in the recreation ground had been taken down.  He wanted to put up notices of village cricket matches etc. and there was nowhere to do this.  The Forum asked Gordon Gambier to check with the Council if they were replacing this and then report back to them so they could consider this request.

Another member mentioned that the seat outside the library had been broken and removed.  Gordon Gambier said he would check with the Council to see if this was being replaced and perhaps if not the Forum could consider donating a seat, perhaps in memory of Florrie.
The meeting then closed.
The next meeting will be on Monday 12th October at Corringham Fire Station.
	Gordon Gambier

Gordon Gambier
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