Meeting of Corringham and Fobbing Forum 
held on Monday, 13th July 2009 at 7.30 p.m. in Corringham Fire Station
	Present:
	Gordon Gambier

	
	Jenny Jolly

	
	Bill Dawson

	
	Judith Acreman

	
	Jenny Meads

	
	D. Dowdall 

	
	Dot and Peter Coote

	
	Janet Dipper 


	Apologies:
	Jac Dean

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


In attendance:


PC 1279 Ryan Dean - Essex police

PCSO 8746 Christine Hope - Essex Police Corringham
Roy and Trudie Eaton - residents
Steve Dickinson - resident
Eric and Valerie Turner - residents
Mark Monk - resident
Bill and Sue Fildes - residents
	
	Action

	Gordon Gambier wished everyone a good evening and opened the meeting.  He said there was a new member of the Forum present and asked members to introduce themselves.  This they did and Mark Monk explained he had been advised to come to the Forum with his problem.
	

	
	

	Apologies for Absence
	

	
The above apology for absence was given.
	

	Matters arising
	

	 Fobbing now had its new bench and people were using it.

He had invited Jonathan Catton of Thurrock Museum to give a talk and he was coming to the next meeting on 14th September.    This would be a very popular talk and in order to make sure there would be room for everyone although it had been agreed at the last meeting that they would be held in Corringham fire station on alternate months, it was thought better to hold the next meeting in the library and the new alternating system would be put in place after that.
	

	
	

	The admin money had been applied for, had been received and the Treasurer had banked it.
	

	
	

	Re Graffiti, Jac Dean would be having talks with the reparation people and they would have a couple of further sessions.  They were hoping to do them on a Sunday.  They were dealing with the graffiti on metal as it was easier to remove and so if anyone knew of somewhere to be cleaned could they let them know.  The garages at the back of Iceland were brought to attention.  All their doors were covered in graffiti.  Christine made a note of this.

If anyone thinks of any other graffiti in the area, can they e-mail Gordon Gambier and he will pass it on to Christine Hope.
	

	Police and Nap report
	

	For the benefit of the new member Gordon Gambier explained that NAP stood for Neighbourhood Action Panel and that each month the Forum could nominate something to be prioritised.  
	

	Ryan Dean then gave the figures for last month up to 10th
	

	
	

	6 ABH males:   4 for Corringham W and 2 for Corringham East & Fobbing
	

	5 Burglary, dwelling: 4 CW and 2 CE&F:    
	

	6 Burglary others: 4 CW and 2 CE&F
	

	2 common assaults Female: 1 CW and ! CE&F
	

	1 common assault Male: ! CW
	

	12 Criminal damages: 8 CW and 4 CE&F
	

	8 theft of vehicles: 5 CW and 3 CE&F
	

	9 theft from vehicles: 5 CW and 4 CE&F
	

	
	

	The Forum were concerned at these figures and asked if it would now be possible to compare them with the same period last year.  It was agreed they would compare three months with a similar three month period for last year. These figures would be given at the next meeting
	Ryan Dean

	
	

	With regard to the burglaries, they were using plain clothed officers and officers in unmarked cars in an effort to combat this, also dog handlers.  They were also considering a lock down in one area where everybody driving through would be stopped.
	

	
	

	Christine Hope emphasised that some of these burglaries were opportunist where people had left their windows wide open.  Ryan said that in some cases the householders had been present but upstairs and had left their back door open.  The best advice they could give was to lock up and close windows even if it was a five minute trip to the shops and to be vigilant.
	

	It was asked if burglaries could be prioritised this month.


	

	They were asked if they thought they were people from the area.  Ryan said that the cars were being stolen to order so they were probably people outside the area.  The burglaries that were opportunist were probably by people within the area.
	

	
	

	A resident raised the problem a TV makeover had caused in Morley Hill.  Because of the large amount of vehicles used by the crew there was only one lane left open and people’s drives were blocked, even though the police had been told about it.  Christine Hope explained they are told as a matter of courtesy, but unless they receive complaints they do not attend.  If anything happens again like this contact the police and they can get the vehicles moved.
	

	They were asked if there were any problems at the recent music festival and were there the same problems with Morrisons as there had been with Somerfields.  There had been no similar problems with Morrisons as they had a security guard on the door and shoplifters are prosecuted in every case.  As regards the music festival there had been five arrests, four for fighting and one for drugs.

A resident raised the problems that the charity shop in Lampits Hill had with theft and problems at the rear of the premises.  Christine asked if it was the cerebral palsy shop and said they had had a new CCTV system donated but she would check up on the problems at the rear of the premises to resolve the issues.


	

	The new member raised the problem his family were having in Abbots Drive.  They had lived there for 10 years and had a young family.  They had a persistent problem with anti social behaviour from youths congregating in large numbers and playing football, removing fence panels, climbing into gardens etc. causing damage.  He had an alleyway down the side of his house and the council had put barriers to stop motor bikes but these did not stop the youths and they used the barriers to stand on and look into his garden.  A football came into his garden and instead of knocking and asking for it they removed a fence panel to get it back.  He had spoken to them but they had not taken any notice, his pregnant wife had also spoken to them but they ignored what she had said too.  He said he had to protect his family from this sort of behaviour. He had called the police on the last occasion but they took 20 minutes to arrive and by the time they had taken his statement the group had dispersed and disappeared.  He was worried for the safety of his family.

Christine Hope said they would increase their rounds in this area and arranged with him that she would call on his wife the next day when she was on duty to go through it with her.

The Forum asked that this be added to the NAP priority for this month.


	

	Questions and Public Forum

The new notice board request had been approved and hopefully by the next meeting it would be in place. 

This new newspaper - do we need it?

Most residents thought the Gazette and Yellow Advertiser did a good job and that an advert in the Gazette would serve the same purpose more cheaply.  Most had put it straight for recycling.  Best way to register their views was to use the Council’s complaints procedure.

Re the request for money from the residents of Freemans Court, they had not provided an estimate of what they would like so until this was received it could not be discussed.

There had been a request for money from Stanford’s festival towards their insurance of £450. After discussion the Forum thought that in view of the reduction in budget this year it was fairer if this request was divided amongst the three Forums and therefore authorised £150.

A resident asked if the keep left bollard in Morrison’s car park was ever going to be replaced as it was still being used as a rubbish bin as the cap was missing.  Ryan Dean was asked to raise it at his meeting with the Morrisons management on behalf of the Forum
Winter Fayre Report
	Ryan Dean

	Christine Hope discussed the safety regulations that the Christmas lights would have to comply with and the costs involved and the use of a cherry picker which was required to reach them.  After discussion the Forum agreed that the £5000 already allocated for the lights be released to the Committee so they could start the work on this before the Fayre otherwise they would not get insurance.  She explained they were looking into using a contractor next year who would change the lights so they would be different each year but they were still in the negotiating stage but the Forum agreed this seemed a good solution if they were a reliable company and would make the Committee’s job easier.

They had a race night this Friday (17th) at the Pegasus Club £3 a ticket, children under12 free.


	

	They were also organising an Abba Tribute night on Friday 9th October
They needed more stalls which were £10 for charities.
	

	
	

	Treasurer’s Report
	

	£10 for Thurrock CVS

18 bags of soil £60

Expenses £37.10

Corringham Library £2,000 for opening and future events

Drawn down administration expenses of £745
	

	Balance £11,199.82
	

	
	

	Councillor’s Report
	

	There were no councillors present.
	

	Any Other Business
	

	Public consultation regarding community hospital

Consultation from Ngage

Netball Association leaflet

Annual members meeting of Basildon & Orsett hospital 

Letter from Thurrock Council re pile driving noise

Traditional English Fair Sunday 2nd August 11-8 p.m. Knights of Arkley, Essex Dog Display Team and Redtail Falconry Blackshots Fields Grays. Entry £3.

Fort Fun Run Sunday September 13th 10.30 Coalhouse Fort, East Tilbury entry £1 per person donated to Thurrock Community Chest charity.

Complaint re rubbish outside KFC as bin had not been replaced despite all three councillors saying they would deal with it, on several occasions.  It was a health hazard and unsightly and therefore environmental health should be involved, members would ring the Council and report it.  The Council were very good at dealing with this sort of complaint.  Tel No. 390000.

Gordon was asked to look into the possibility of having a Xmas meal at Shell Club

There is no meeting next month and therefore the next meeting will be on 14th September at 7.30 with Jonathan Catton as guest speaker at Corringham Library, entrance via new front door.
The meeting then closed
	Tuesday 8.12.09 7.00for 7.30pm
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