Meeting of Corringham and Fobbing Forum
Held on 10th October 2011 at 7.30 in Corringham Fire Station
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	Action

	Minutes of Last meeting  
The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as correct by all those in attendance. 
Future Policing Plans
Sgt Lee Argent (LA) stated that a decision as yet have not been made in respect of the closure of Corringham Police Station, however due to the cut in the policing budget a consultation process will take place to ascertain if the front desk at Corringham will close.  Derek Parker (DP) asked if the Neighbourhood Policing team were working from Tilbury.  LA stated that the team were relocated to Tilbury at very short notice as Corringham was being used as the operation centre for the Dale Farm eviction and that it was a possibility that staff may return to Corringham when the Dale Farm eviction was finalised.  Response teams will not be based at Corringham but it is a facility, which can be used for breaks.  Currently a “Pathfinder” trail is underway which will determine the re-organisation of the policing sectors and is due for completion in March of next year.  Phil Anderson (PA) questioned whether council buildings could be used to facilitate police teams.  LA stated that Chadwell neighbourhood officers are currently using a local housing office as a base and police would welcome any suggestions in respect of sharing accommodation high-lighting that it was better to make cuts in building costs as opposed to personnel.   Phil Smith (PS) stated that residents can participate in the consultation process and that the link can be found on Essex Police website.   LA confirmed that it was not a public consultation but an internal one, however the Chief Constable is prepared to listen to the public’s view.  PS stated that there were two petitions currently running to keep Corringham station open and that he would forward them to the Chief Constable in the near future.  Mark Coxshall asked LA to clarify that the consultation process is in respect of closure of the front desk and NOT the closure of the whole station.  LA confirmed the consultation was in respect of the front desk, however an asset review of buildings will follow at some time in the future and he was not in a position to give any guarantees in respect of closures.
Police Nap Report
Police report presented by PCSO John West (JW).
ABH down by 25%.  All crime has reduced in exception of theft from motor vehicles which is up, it is believed to be the work of one known perpetrator.  Derek Parker (DP) stated there has been a recent explosion of crime in the Monkshave area consisting of burglary of sheds etc.  JW stated that two suspects have been apprehended and are currently being processed.  DP stated that a Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator has not been kept up to date - JW to look into this matter.  Bill Dawson (BD) showed JW the photo of a white transit van, which continually blocks the pavement in the Andersons - JW to investigate.

Treasurers Report
No transactions or recent expenditure to report.

Public Forum
DP stated that the media has reported that the port will be up and running by the end of 2013 however 2 (two) berths only will come online by the end of year 2013.
Winter Fayre Report
Chair unable to attend the last Winter Fayre meeting although invited there was no representative present at the Corringham Forum.  Chair spoke to the manager of Morrisons who said he might be able to help with funding of the Christmas trees - Chair to follow up.
Councillors Report
MC said the portacabin polling station needed to be moved from the car park at the junction of Giffords Cross Road/Lampitts Hill due to the necessity to use a generator, which was unavailable.  Anyone who has a hall, which could be used, should call electoral services.  MC has proposed the local church, the Fire Station is also a consideration, and a small income is paid.  PA confirmed that DP’s information in respect of the opening of the port was correct and that over the next two years the port will provide employment to approximately 300 people.  Tom Conroy, a communications officer has been appointed to liaise with the local community.  PA stated there were a number of road sign thefts and asked if anyone witnessed any missing signs to report it to the council by either phone or their website.  Numerous people mentioned slow response times by the council in respect of reported incidents.  Councillors asked that in future slow response times be reported to them and that they would be happy to intervene.  Results of the speed survey on Southend Rd showed that the fastest vehicle was travelling at 75mph at 3pm!  Forty six per cent were exceeding the speed limit and the council was now in discussions to remedy.  Accidents statistics indicated Gordon Road in need of traffic calming measures by means of a flashing sign near the Police Station and outside No. 33.  PS stated that he was liaising with the Youth Project  which may be able to assist with lights at the Adizone and youths shelters.
Any Other Business
DP questioned whether the licensing conditions had been removed from the Cat

Cracker and if they could be re-imposed.  Judith Acreman (JA) spoke about her involvement with the local residents to help transform the pub and encouraged members to attend to support the new landlord.  BD enquired about the plaque for Florrie Hope and advised a non-metallic plaque would cost in the region of seventy-five pounds (£75).  Chair asked members to forward to her for wording of the plaque.  Derek Dowdall (DD) enquired about signs in respect of dog fouling in the Sorrells - PA to look into it.  DD also expressed concern in respect of cycling on the pavement in the town centre, including the police - Chair to contact the police in respect of this matter.  JA expressed a view that a cycle path through the town centre is required - PS to investigate.  Location of grit boxes - chair suggested Woodbrooke Road junction of Kenwood Road in order that it can serve the shops.  Chair asked for suggestions of locations to either be emailed to her or go to the council’s website and download an application form.  Chair advised meeting of the council’s intention of a Veterans Charter.  JA advised the Forum about controlled burning at Pitsea tip and that there was no cause for alarm.
Next Meeting
To be held on 14th November 2011, Corringham Library at 1930hrs.  
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