Meeting of Corringham and Fobbing Forum 
held on Monday 10th May, 2010 at 7.30 p.m. in Corringham Fire Station
	Present:
	Steve Dickinson

	
	Jenny Jolly

	
	Bill Dawson

	
	

	
	

	Apologies:
	Georgina Clark

	
	

	
	

	
	

	In Attendance:
	Judith Acreman Committee

	
	Phil Smith

	
	Christine Hope (Essex Police)

	
	Jac Dean (PC 2116) Essex Police Corringham

	
	D. Dowdall

	
	Peter & Dot Coote TOFFS/Committee

	
	

	
	

	
	


	
	Action

	
	

	
	

	Apologies for Absence
	

	The new Chairman Steve Dickinson opened the meeting by giving a short resume of his background .  He said he had not intended to put himself forward as Chairman but now it had happened, he wanted to build on the legacy left by Gordon Gambier.
He had had a meeting with Ngage and he was now much more aware of what his role entailed and would do his best to fill Gordon’s shoes.

He then went on to ask if there were any apologies.  Christine Hope said that Georgina Clark was unwell.
Steve then asked if the minutes were a true record of the meeting.  It was agreed that they were except they did not contain the discussion about the Play Network.
	

	Matters arising
	

	Christine Hope said that the Play Network may need booking.  There were usually four play sessions 2 at Corringham and 2 at Fobbing.  She said she thought it would be too late to book any for the end of the month so perhaps they could be booked for the summer holidays.  This was agreed and the Play Network would be contacted to arrange/confirm this.
	Steve Dickinson

	
	

	Steve then went on to say that he had attended the TAFF meeting for the first time.  The main subject of this meeting was funding.  It appeared that if some Forums did not use up their budget at the end of the year the total used was divided up between the forums and the total unused withheld as it was deemed not to be needed.  Consequently the following year’s budget was reduced by this amount and then divided up between the Forums.  TAFF’s view was that all Forums should use up their budget otherwise the other Forums suffered from less funding and their projects jeopardised.  It seemed an unfair penalty for Forums and the TAFF meeting concluded that all Chairs should use their allocated funding to prevent further reductions.  It had also been recommended that all Forums have their budget allocated by October to prevent any further clawbacks.  This made sense to the Forum whose budget had been reduced substantially from the previous year and it limited our projects.
	

	
	

	Phil Smith said he recommended that the budget be allocated before then as various schemes were being reviewed and probably Forum members all knew about Ngage.  They were not the only scheme being reviewed by the Council so others could be cut back
	

	
	

	Steve said that he already had noted that two notice board were needed one for the recreation ground in Fobbing and another for the recreation ground in Old Corringham.
	Steve Dickinson

	Fobbing Christmas tree needed some extra lights as the tree looked a bit sparse last year.
The seat outside the Library needed to be put back as people were sitting on the windowsills!

Costings would need to be gathered before approval by the Forum.
	

	
	

	Phil Smith said that the money for the Adizone was there.  Jenny Jolly queried this as she had missed some meetings but she understood the Forum had to find £75,000 and this would be matched by Adidas.  Phil Smith reiterated that the money had been found and Gordon had announced it at the last meeting.  He said there would still need to be lighting, shelters and cctv cameras provided.  He said he had seen a very good shelter whereby the lights were all turned off at a set time automatically and he had been told that it actually worked in encouraging people to make their way home.  This was thought sensible by the Forum.  Gordon had said at the last meeting that it would start in September.  Jenny Jolly asked about planning permission and Phil said that the Council sorted it.
	

	
	

	He had also been looking into why the rubbish bin beside the seat outside the church in Corringham had not been replaced.  He had many complaints about rubbish being dropped down the side of the seat where the bin had been.    He was no longer able to pursue this as he was not now in office.  It was suggested that Sharon Pritchard of BeSmart be contacted to help with this - main number (0800 581281)
	Steve Dickinson

	
	

	Phil Smith then updated the Forum about the power station.  The company had mistakenly stated that the residents did not object.  However the residents had not been shown the full details at the display day.  The proposed sub station would be 130 ft tall with a line of pylons as big as the power station going across the Manorway and homes.  It had been thought it was for the port but it appeared it was for the national grid. 
	

	
	

	The company had not only misled residents but had bypassed the Council and taken it straight to government which was not a democratic process.  The small sub-station already present was not a problem but this one was extremely large and the pylons would hum and was a completely different proposition.  As one was already proposed for Tilbury and somewhere else in Thurrock it had not been demonstrated why it was necessary especially in view of everything else proposed.  It was strongly opposed  now the details had been revealed and it was being raised with Bill Newman and Stephen Metcalfe to look into it.
	

	
	

	He said he had been trying to find out what had happened to the gate in Corringham Town Park which had been missing for months.  This would also need to be pursued.
	Steve Dickinson

	
	

	Steve said he had been looking at ways to reach out into the community, and had thought about schools.  He was told that the Deputy Head of Gable Hall, Claire Shinnick had attended a meeting earlier and it would be a good idea to contact her..
	Steve Dickinson

	
	

	Police and Nap report
	

	
	

	Jac Dean said that Abbots Drive had been identified by the Forum.  As a result they had increased patrols and Christine Hope said that she had knocked on doors and spoken to residents who had not realised they could phone the police about that sort of behaviour. The police could only respond if they received a call.  One resident had two young children one eight weeks old and the other 18 months and she had problems settling them. She was also upset about the language.  They had spoken to some youths playing football in the road and the area had been allocated a code 8 which means that a response would be made within an hour.  They had only had one call on 23rd April and had responded within 30 minutes but there had been no trace of anyone.
	

	
	

	Burglaries were slightly less than last month but they were still a problem.   Also it was coming up to the time of year when there would be burglaries of sheds and garages i.e. boot sale time.  There was a big problem with prestige cars being stolen and shipped out of the country. Basildon had a serious problem and had rounded up a number of people but they did not know yet whether this had had an effect on these figures or was unrelated.
	

	
	

	Christine Hope explained to the Forum that burglars could tell if a UPVC front door was locked or not.  Unless the handle was lifted up and locked it was not secure.  Also do not leave the key in it because it can be reached through the letterbox.
	

	
	

	Oxwich Close was a difficult problem for them because the people causing the nuisance lived there so could not be moved on.  It was difficult to deal with as in some cases people who had made complaints were causing a nuisance themselves.
	

	
	

	The police were told that parking in Southend Road was diabolical.  They knew how bad it was and were investigating the possibility of putting wooden barriers up but first Jac was proposing to speak to the parents at a forthcoming meeting.  As the Forum had sponsored the kit for Cosmos she would put it to the parents that it would be good if they showed their appreciation by parking properly and not causing an obstruction.

Christine then read out the figures
	Jac Dean

	
	

	Offences

Corringham West

Corringham East/Fobbing

Assault/violent
5  

1 ABH - No F/action
1 
 ABH
1 Affray on police
1 Assault no injury
2 Aggravated Burglary known
Burglary Dwelling

1
0
Burglary Other

0
2
Criminal Damage

5
2 vehicles
3
2 vehicles
Drugs Possession

2
0
Fraud
0
1
Robbery

0
0
Theft

Theft of Motor vehicles

4
3
Theft from motor vehicles

2
7
Theft other
9
(6 shoplifting)
6

	

	
	

	Treasurer’s Report
Bill said that nothing had come in and nothing had gone out. However he said that the £10 for CVS had been approved at the last meeting and he would send a cheque off.

Steve said he had received a copy of an invoice from Visio ICT who managed the Forum’s website but rather than individual forums sending cheques the money would be taken from the forum’s budget.
	

Bill Dawson

	
	

	Xmas Fayre Report
	

	They were fund raising.

Christine reported that there was a race night at the Pegasus Club on Friday (14th ) May.  There was a poster up in Bellas.  Also by popular request they were arranging another barn dance but no details were yet available.
	

	
	

	Steve then ran through the information he had received.  He had put training information on the notice board at the library.  There was an active day for people with physical and learning needs and their families carers etc. at Grangewaters on Sunday 16th May.
	

	
	

	Any other business
	

	Judith Acreman said that she thought that the new councillors should be invited to the next Forum meeting i.e. Roisin O’Reilly, Phil Anderson and Danny Nicklen.
	Steve Dickinson

	Chief Inspector Moore would be attending in July.
	

	Judith also requested that Gordon Gambier be asked to set out a detailed report on the play centre as the minutes did not give any detail and it was very important that this was progressed properly.  The Forum agreed that Gordon be asked to do this so we had all the relevant information.
	
Steve Dickinson

	Steve then closed the meeting and said that the next meeting would be on 14th June at Corringham Library
	


PAGE  
4

