Meeting of Corringham and Fobbing Forum
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	Action

	Minutes of Last meeting  

The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as correct by all those in attendance. 
Matters Arising
The Forum noted that Fobbing did not get a Christmas tree this year because the publican where the tree has previously been erected refused to allow it to be installed.  He also requested that the planting pot which was previously funded by the Forum be removed.  Chair has contacted the Chair of Fobbing Friends who confirmed that they would like the pot to be relocated within Fobbing - Chair to liaise with Fobbing Friends in order to identify a new site.  The Fobbing Christmas tree was gratefully received by St Johns Church, Corringham.  The Chair to write a letter of thanks to Sharon of Bella’s Flowers to extend our thanks for her assistance in sourcing the trees at cost.
Police Nap Report 
No police in attendance.  Chair still awaiting a response to a request for a meeting with the local sergeant - Chair will follow up.  It is anticipated that policing is likely to decline as 9 PCSO’s have been allocated to Tilbury and only 2 to Corringham.  The police station has now closed.  It was suggested that Chair send a letter to police expressing concerns in respect of anticipated rise in crime levels.
Treasurers Report from Bill DAWSON (BD)
Three hundred pounds spend on two Christmas trees - contribution still outstanding from DP World - Chair to follow up.
DP World Site Visit
A number of Forum members attending a site visit on 3rd January 2012 which all numbers found beneficial and informative.  Derek Parker (DP) stated that as yet no users have signed up for the logistics park and that DP World will not carry out any infrastructure works until they are in receipt of revenue from trade and occupation.  (Check out the Forum website for group photograph).
Public Forum
A request was presented to the Forum via the Chair from Jean Angus for two hundred pounds towards a street party in the vicinity of the Andersons in respect of the Queen’s Jubilee on 2nd June - this request was unanimously declined by the Forum and Chair to advise Jean Angus of this outcome.
Winter Fayre Report 
No members of the Winter Fayre committee were in attendance.
Councillors Report
Phil Anderson (PA) submitted his report via email – please see below
Any Other Business
Chair proposed adding a social element to the Forum and made a suggestion of a coach trip to a show stating that friends and family would be most welcome to attend and that any profit made would benefit the Forum.  Chair requested suggestions from the floor.
Next Meeting
To be held on 13th February 2012, Corringham Library at 1930hrs.  
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	 Councillors report for this evening
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Dear Danni,

Please accept my apologies for the forum meeting the evening; unfortunately it clashes with the Conservative group meeting, whose date is fixed by the date of full council.

I have a couple of things for ‘ward councillors report’ which may be of interest:

1) We have set up a meeting with some local community groups (mostly churches and some schools so far) who are interested in going for ‘fair trade town’ status for Corringham and Stanford. There is an open meeting on 19th January, 8pm, at the 24-7 Stanford community house (217 Southend Road) to discuss this. Anyone connected with the forum would be very welcome; please can they let me know so that I can advise numbers.

2) The council are going to be drafting a ‘Local Development Order’ for the DP World port. The advantages are that it is a much simpler way of controlling development, which cuts back on red tape and reduces the chance of ‘legal loopholes’ in the permissions (which is becoming a real risk as they get more complex). The risks we have to watch out for are that all the safeguards that were won at the public inquiry don’t get compromised as a result. We will be staying on top of this as Councillors, but it is worth the forum being aware. I’m sure Derek Parker will be able to give chapter and verse on this if he is there tonight!

3) Speeding on Southend Road. The council have agreed to fund speed reduction measures this year, and will consult local residents about what measures they think would be appropriate. I thought the consultation was supposed to have started by now, so we are chasing up on this. If the forum has any views, it might be good to discuss and let me know so that we can feed them in. As you know I have £2000 of ‘ward budget’ which I have said would go towards this if needed, but it may not be so if there are any other small community projects that need funding I would be happy to know about these.

4) We are starting to plan Olympics and Diamond Jubilee events for later this year. If there is anything local being planned that forum members are aware of, it would be good to know so that it can be added to the ‘calendar of events’.

5) You have probably heard about the Karis Darling Foundation plans to beuild a new youth centre in the Corringham area. I don’t know if these have been presented to the Forum yet, but if not it would be great to invite them to the next meeting. I can sort this out if required.

Loads more in the pipeline, but that will do for this evening!

Kind regards,

Cllr Phil Anderson

Stanford East & Corringham Town ward

07913 017173 

phil@corringhamconservatives.com










