Meeting of Corringham and Fobbing Forum 
held on Monday, 20th April 2009 at 7.30 p.m. in Corringham Fire Station
	Present:
	Gordon Gambier

	
	Jenny Jolly

	
	Judith Acreman

	
	Jenny Meads

	
	

	
	

	Apologies:
	Roisin O’Reilly

	
	Roger Goldsmith

	
	

	
	

	
	


In attendance:

PC 2116 Jac Dean - Essex police

PCSO 8746 Christine Hope - Essex Police Corringham
D. Dowdall - Resident

Phil Smith - Councillor
Janet Dipper - Resident
Dot and Peter Coote - residents
Roy and Trudie Eaton - residents

	
	Action

	Gordon Gambier opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and thanking them for turning up on this glorious evening.  It is appreciated that you have taken the time to come to the meeting.
	

	
	

	Apologies for Absence
	

	He then went on to read the apologies detailed above.  He said he would explain later the reason Roger Goldsmith had not attended.
	

	He then asked if everybody had a copy of the minutes and asked if they were a true record.  The response on both counts was yes.
	

	Matters arising
	

	Gordon then went on to say that regarding the flowers for Dot, she is here healthy again and has sent a card saying many thanks to Corringham and Fobbing Forum for the flowers.  Everyone then welcomed Dot back to the Forum.
Regarding the bench in Fobbing, Gordon had gone past the other day and the Council have still not removed the old bench.  He said he had made a formal complaint as he had previously made a request and nothing had been done.  He said he would be chasing it up and would ask anybody in Fobbing to ring into the Council to complain as well as that will be of benefit.
He said we have the bench and as soon as the old one is removed, the new one will take its place.
	Gordon Gambier

	Regarding the rubbish opposite KFC as Phil Smith is not here (he arrived later) I cannot update you and this will have to be put on hold.

All questions for the police were answered.

Christine Hope said she had checked into the graffiti over Little Havens Charity shop.  They had chosen not to report it.  She went on to say that there had been a massive influx of graffiti.  Divisional intelligence had been given a briefing on it in case it had been used elsewhere.  PCSO’s were going round schools to speak to teachers with photographs in case pupils were using it on their exercise books
Jac said it was absolutely everywhere from the post office shutters all the way to the corner, under the Christmas sign, on fence panels and bus shelters.  The slogans were NOPI and RPT. Youths carrying bags were stopped and their bags were searched.
	

	
	

	Mr. Dowdall said that this fetches us back to the CCTV cameras again - do they work? Jac said that the graffiti was higher than the cameras to pick up in the CCTV centre.
	

	
	

	Gordon Gambier said that this sends a bad message to visitors to our area because we are quite proud of our area and the policing and it reflects badly on the whole community because it normally escalates.
	

	Jac said that the Mayor of New York had proved that if you kept on top of it, clearing it up as soon as it is done, they eventually give up and do not come back because they know that as fast as they do it it is cleaned off.  She said she will speak to the Council to see how much they will be able to do to keep up with the cleaning.
	Jac Dean

	
	

	Re. the massage parlour, Gordon said that the police had spoken to him after the last meeting and said that there was nothing they could so as it was not a crime in any way whatsoever unless additional services were on offer.  They had restricted their opening hours to 11 a.m. to 7.30 p.m. A force intelligence officer will keep an eye on it in case it involves people trafficking.
	

	
	

	Gordon Gambier said that he had filled in the form to receive the Thames Gateway newsletter.
	

	
	

	Re. Corringham Park he had had a word with the parks department and they are going to have a look at it.  He will arrange a meeting to walk the park with them.  He said he had looked at the park himself and totally agreed that the paths were atrocious.  Christine Hope said that to ride bikes on the paths was now too dangerous.
	Gordon Gambier

	
	

	Police and Nap report
	

	Gordon Gambier said I ask the Forum if you would like the graffiti to be our number one NAP target for the police.  The Forum unanimously agreed that they would.
	

	
	

	Q.   What had happened about cameras inside the library?
	

	A. This was a possibility and was being looked into.
	

	Jac then went through the figures.  The good news was that crime is down.  There were three less offences than before, the major drop was in burglary, not from a dwelling but shed and garage etc.  The only figure that was on the way up was dwelling burglaries but that has tailed off a bit, there were still the odd one or two and they would ask people to be vigilant.  

They now have a mobile traffic officer who comes to the area and has given lots of tickets in the Southend Road, Branksome Avenue and Sorrels area.  He works an 8 hour shift and operates from a plain car.  He has also caught people using mobiles and with under and over inflated tyres.   Four people are now going to lose their licence because if you are travelling over double the speed limit it is automatic.  The traffic team operate out of Pitsea, Hogg Lane etc. 
	

	Regarding graffiti not many people had reported it to the police and it is not criminal damage if it can be removed without expense.  In one road they did every single fence panel.  The Council allocate themselves two weeks to removed it.  There was so much - they had done 10 garages in one day.
	

	Gordon thanked Jac for her report.
	

	
	

	Questions and public forum
	

	Gordon said that he had explained earlier there was a reason for the apology from Roger Goldsmith.  He is the person who runs the village hall in Corringham.  You may remember that he had mentioned an idea regarding a loyalty card/discount scheme with all the shops in, Corringham.  He rang this morning to say that unfortunately at the initial stage the shops were behind it but support was now down to 50 per cent. of the shops.  He has asked for another month.
	

	
	

	Has anybody heard about the port?
	

	
	

	There is a website and on the Dubai’s website it appears that everything has been put on hold because of the recession.  They have already installed the footings so have complied with their obligations so far as planning is concerned as they had to have footings within 5 years.
	

	
	

	Christine Hope: Are the play dates mentioned in the minutes of the last meeting confirmed?
	

	Gordon Gambier replied that they are.
	

	
	

	Winter Fayre Report
	

	Christine Hope said that the date of this years Fayre was Thursday 3rd December.   Gordon Gambier said at this point he would like to ask the Forum if they were willing to buy the Christmas trees, one for the library and one for Fobbing.  The Forum unanimously agreed that they should be purchased.
	

	Christine said that although they had been allocated £5,000 for new lights by the Forum they still had a lot more to find and so had started fund raising.  They hoped to raise some money from a race night at the Pegasus Club.  Tickets were £3-£4 and under12’s were free.  They were also trying to arrange a tribute night.
	

	Gordon said that he had tickets for the race night from East Thurrock FC and it was for the same date,.  Christine Hope said that they did not know that there was another one on the same day and she would mention it to the others.
	

	
	

	Treasurer’s Report
	

	In the absence of Bill Dawson it was not possible to give a report.
	

	
	

	Library Grand Opening
	

	Gordon Gambier opened by saying “you will remember that you donated £2,000 to the library grand opening with any money left over to be used for any educational purposes thought appropriate.
	

	June 10th is the grand opening at 2.30 in the afternoon.  All of you are invited.  I have had a discussion with Ann Halliday, head of Thurrock libraries. It will be an auspicious occasion.  We are going to have a glass of wine and perhaps some h'ourdeuvres.  The mayor will open it and they will invite all the Council dignitaries, local vicars etc.  If anybody has any ideas of who should be invited, please send me an email.  The police are invited - as high up as you can go.
	

	
	

	Background music will be provided by a group called Candelabra from First Avenue and there will be a local celebrity author.  Re the plot outside he had had a word with the local florist and she will plant it up prior to the opening and will continue to do so putting a small plaque on the site saying that they are sponsoring it.  Sharon Pritchard is kindly organising some earth to be delivered.”
	

	AGM
	

	Gordon Gambier said that before he stood down he asked if those Committee members here were willing to stand for another year?
	

	They were.
	

	He continued, I would like to thank you very much for the honour of being the figurehead of this Forum this year and the previous year.  It has been a very successful year, we have something to show for it because the improvements we have made locally are big improvements.  You have a tree at Fobbing lit up which involved a trench being dug across the car park to the pub and the box is now a pleasant feature.  We are one of the few Forums to use all their funds this year and as a result we have a better area and we can continue to try to improve it even more. I will now stand down and Jac will take my chair. 
Jac then took the chair and asked the forum to vote if they wanted Gordon Gambier to stay as chair.   She asked if there were any objections or if anyone else would like to stand.

There were no objections and Gordon Gambier was returned to the chair unanimously.
	

	
	

	Jenny Meads then arrived and Gordon went over the details of the library opening. She said that Petals and Plants are planting out the outside of the library and will put a plaque detailing their sponsorship.
	

	Election of committee members.  

Gordon Gambier explained that as the majority are willing to stand and we need new members are there any new members joining the committee?

	

	Q. What does it mean to be a member of the Committee?
	

	A. If somebody comes to us with an idea for money to be spent etc. it comes to the committee who then discuss it and put a recommendation to the Forum.   The discussion normally takes place after the full Forum meeting and will take no longer than 30 minutes.  This then gets put forward to the full Forum for a recommendation. It does not happen that often perhaps 3 or 4 times a year.
Janet Dipper and Dot and Peter Cootes put themselves forward.
	

	Is there anyone against?   There was not.

On a show of hands the new Committee was elected to include the above en bloc.

In Bill Dawson’s absence he was re-elected Treasurer for a further year by the Forum.
	

	
	

	Councillors Report

Rubbish collection: This was a bone of contention in the area.  
We need a more logical system.  The forum were universally dissatisfied with the two week collection service they had experienced at Christmas and Easter.   It had also led to bins being put out on the wrong day i.e. on the Saturday after the normal collection day not the following Saturday.

A resident said if the contract included Bank holidays they should collect on Bank holidays.

Another resident said that rubbish in Basildon had been collected on the Saturday.Why did we have to wait two weeks, where was the information about what day it had moved to etc.?  This used to be with the Council Tax but now it only gave Christmas details etc.  Unless you went on the website (not all can do this) or you looked in the Gazette (some areas do not get this) there was no way of knowing when to put rubbish out.  When it was put in with the Council tax statement it could be kept for the whole year.
	

	if this system was to continue then the collections should go back one day rather than making the same people wait two weeks for a collection each Bank holiday as it was unfair to them..
	

	
	

	Councillor Smith who had joined the meeting by then was asked about the Council.  He said that the Council now consisted of 23 Conservatives and 23 Labour members with 3 
independents.

He had not done anything yet about the reinstatement of the bin opposite KFC but he would.

Re Collins House when the fence had been replaced the bushes cut down had not been removed by the contractors and were still there. What was being done.

He said that Claire Hamilton knew the name of the contractors as she had used them again so to contact her.
	

	Any Other Business
	

	
	

	There was no other business.

The next meeting would be held on 11th May in Corringham Fire Station.

Jenny Meads asked if she could just mention that when the library re-opened the library hours would be changed and it would now be open on Wednesday between 9 and 11 and would be open until 7 o’clock Monday and Thursday, closing at 5 o’clock Tuesday and Friday.

Gordon announced the Healthy Wealthy and Wise road show which would be in Corringham Fire Station on 5th May from 1 o’clock to 4 o’clock.  This would include pensions advice  as well.

The meeting then closed.
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