Meeting of Corringham and Fobbing Forum 
held on Monday 11th April, 2011 at 7.30 p.m. in Corringham Library
	Present:
	Steve Dickinson (Outgoing Chairman)
Danni Tate (New Chairman)

	
	Bill Dawson (Treasurer)

	
	Judith Adams (Committee)

	
	

	
	

	Apologies:
	Christine Hope
Peter Coote (resident)
Dot Coote (resident)
Bill Fildes (resident)
Sue Fildes(resident) 



	In Attendance:
	David Plant (resident)
Pam Tate (resident)

	
	Roy Eaton (resident)
Trudie Eaton (resident)

	
	2 PCSOs (Essex Police)

	
	Phil Anderson (Councillor)
Jenny Meads (Committee)

	
	

	
	Action

	
	

	Steve welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
	

	Apologies for Absence

See above.

	

	Minutes of last meeting
	

	The Minutes of the last meeting were.
	

	Matters arising
Forum Funding

 Thurrock Council will now no longer be funding any of the Thurrock Forum projects.  However, the administrative funding will be available at the usual rate.  In addition, Public Liability Insurance (for events up to 200 people) and Web Site costs will still be met.

Disabled Parking and drop curb being blocked outside Morrisons 
The purpose on the disabled parking outside Morrisons was is for people who would have difficulty using the ramp from the car park.  Matt Michael (Thurrock Council) said that there is no budget of a tactile surface for the drop curb and there is no corresponding drop curb on the other side of the road.  One answer would be to implement double yellow lines. This, however, would mean 24 hours no parking.  Matt was apologetic that he could not think of a solution but he would investigate further.
Role of Secretary
Jenny Jolly sent a message indicating that she did not wish to continue as secretary but would like to stay in contact with the Forum.
Library funding has been cut so the opening hours will be reduced but nothing has yet been decided. 

	

	Addizone: 
	

	The Addizone opening is planned for the 20th of May.  Andria Waterford (Thurrock Council) has taken over from Sylvia Yates.
Empty ‘Wheelie’ obstructing pavements

The hazard of ‘wheelie’ bins obstructing pavements was raise issue with ‘Cleaning and Greening’ department who stated that the front line staff will be informed. This issue has also been highlighted by another Thurrock forum.
National Grid

Wish to present at the next meeting.

	

	Police and Nap report
Burglary figures for Corringham East and Corringham West:
	

	11 Burglary Dwelling

9  Burglary other than dwellings
Issues with anti social behaviour between Will Hill and St James Avenue.  Phil to arrange walk about with Police and residents.
Ward Councillors Report:  from Phil Anderson
Southend Road Stanford-le-Hope: safety survey 2011

200 paper surveys pushed through doors from Abbots Drive to Springhouse Road plus turnings off.

Online survey publicised in local press.

20 paper and 25 online surveys completed.

Represents a 10-20% response rate, compared with average 3-5% for general political surveys 

Section 1 – survey questions

Section 2 – eyewitness accounts and suggestions

Almost all respondents had personally witnessed a hazard, near miss, or accident. Many stated that they knew accidents had gone unreported to the police. Ambulance service records also show more call outs that the police records suggest.

Most respondents offered helpful suggestions for what could be done to reduce the problems.

When plotted on a map, there is a clear clustering of hazards, incidents, and ideas between Golding Crescent and Nursery Road.  Southend Road centred on Golding Crescent forms a ‘chicane’ of blind bends with a fast approach from both directions.  Vehicles emerging from side roads and driveways conflict with fast moving traffic that has little time to react.

The problem is exacerbated by on-road parking that narrows the carriageway and blocks sight lines, especially around Southend House.

Suggested solutions:
Deal with the parking issue around Southend House using double yellow lines and/or provision of alternatives.

Slow down traffic approaching the Golding Crescent bend sequence using calming and/or electronic signs.

Consider a mini roundabout at Golding Crescent.

Additional safe crossing points in the 1st Avenue, Golding Crescent, and Gardner Avenue areas.

What next?

This report has shown evidence that the problem on Southend Road is much greater than reported accident statistics alone suggest.

Officers advice is required to understand the best combination of improving visibility (which may increase speeds) and calming measures (which should reduce them).

A report is requested proposing a package of measures to be taken forwards for consultation with residents.
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Frost Estate Roads. 
On 18th February Phil received a rather brief reply from the head of the waste service, which read as follows:

<<<

“Cllr Anderson.

I have considered this matter carefully and taken legal advice so I can now respond fully to your request.

The Council will not be offering and ex-gratia payment to residents for road repairs. I am mindful that roads are unadopted and the responsibility of residents, we find ourselves in times of austerity and also that there is no evidential basis on which to support the idea that the Council is responsible for damage.

I am happy to discuss this matter further with you if you wish.

Regards

Andrew Murphy
Head of Environment”
>>>>

Phil stated that he was not satisfied with this answer, as it does not address the fact that the Council bears at least part of the responsibility for the accelerating damage over the last few years. He has submitted a question for the next full council meeting which will enable him to press the cabinet member in public on this issue, worded as follows:

"I have received a letter from Mr Andrew Murphy dated 18th February 2011 advising that Thurrock Council is not willing to make any contribution towards repairs of unadopted roads on the Frost estate in Corringham in respect of damage caused by the past operation of inappropriately sized waste collection vehicles. Please can the portfolio advise me of the reasons for this decision and the nature of any legal advice which was received by the Council in regards to this matter?"

Phil indicated that he will continue to keep the residents and Forum informed of progress regarding this matter,

Treasurer’s Report

2010/2011 budget has been successfully allocated.  £5751 available in Forum bank account.
Winter Fayre Report No one from the Winter Fayre Committee was present.  Steve to Contact Winter Fayre secretary.
Any other business   None
AGM 

Steve thanked everyone for their support during his year as chairman.  Specifically he praised Bill for his work diligent work at Treasurer and Jenny Jolly for her administrative support and guidance.

Steve stepped down as chairman and Phil Anderson facilitated while:
Danni Tate was elected as “Chairman”

Bill Dawson was re-elected as Treasurer

Judith Adams was elected as Secretary with the proviso that she would have support for time consuming administrative tasks.  

Danni thanked everyone for their (unanimous)vote  

Next meeting:
	Phil Anderson


	The next meeting will be held at 1930 on the 9th May at the Corringham Fire Station.
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