Meeting of Corringham and Fobbing Forum 
held on Monday 12th July, 2010 at 7.30 p.m. in Corringham Fire Station
	Present:
	Steve Dickinson

	
	Jenny Jolly

	
	Bill Dawson

	
	

	
	

	Apologies:
	Danny Nicklen

	
	

	In Attendance:
	Pete & Dot Coote (Committee)

	
	Judith Acreman Committee

	
	Christine Hope (Essex Police)

	
	John West (Essex Police Corringham)

	
	Mrs.Mavis Lawrence  (resident)

	
	Jackie Rohe (Thurrock Neighbourhood Watch

	
	Valerie Turner (Co-op Guild)

	
	Eric Turner (resident)

	
	Cllr Phil Anderson (Stanford East)

	
	Derek Parker (SPEAC)

	
	David Plant (resident)

	
	Adrienne Morris (resident)

	
	Janet Dipper (resident)

	
	S. Lovey (resident representative Frost Estate)

	
	Danny Lovey (resident representative Frost Estate)

	
	Mike Fisher (resident)

	
	Mr. & Mrs. R. Eaton (residents)


	
	Action

	Steve thanked everyone for turning out and was very pleased it was a good attendance at the fire station, which had not always happened.  He then asked everyone to introduce themselves, which they did.
	

	
	

	Apologies for Absence
	

	Danny Nicklen was on holiday for two weeks.  There were no other apologies
	

	
	

	Minutes of last meeting
	

	Steve was pleased he had actually managed to get them on the website so more people could read them.  Jenny Jolly said she had slightly amended the attendance list so that people could print their names and she would find them easier to read.
	

	Matters arising
	

	Steve Starr of the Council had been approached about the bin outside the church.  He said they were waiting for funding, however as it was an existing bin that needed to be replaced, there should be no problem.  But he cannot give us a date yet.
	Steve to follow up

	
	

	Steve had tried to contact Lyn Gittins about the bench but she had not got back to him yet.  He would contact her again.
	

	
	

	He is still waiting for an e-mail from Gordon Gambier with a comprehensive note of what has been agreed about the ball park and the start date etc. which is needed quite urgently now.  Gordon had been quite busy but Steve would contact him again.
	Steve Dickinson

	
	

	Last year the forum had agreed that Freeman Court sheltered housing should have some money for garden furniture after their garden had been vandalised.  This had been purchased for £494 and a very nice hand made thank you card addressed to the Forum had been received. This was passed round.
	

	
	

	Eric Turner said that he did not think this was a proper use of the Forum Funds as it was for a group and not for the community.  Judith Acreman pointed out to him that the Forum had sponsored two separate junior football teams kit which would not be for the whole community.
	

	
	

	Phil Anderson thought it was an appropriate use of Forum funds as there were about 50 residents in Freemans Court and therefore this would benefit a lot of elderly people.
	

	
	

	Eric Turner then went on to mention an elderly neighbour of his who had no immediate family but had been burgled and he had found it difficult to find any organisation that would help put her things back and check her safety etc.  He was disappointed there was no agency that helped in these circumstances and his neighbour did not want social services involved.  He found it upsetting that there was not more practical help available to her, except from him and his wife.
	

	
	

	Steve said he had not been sure which florist had sponsored the flower box outside the library. Christine Hope confirmed it was petals and plants near the post office and he said he would therefore speak to them.
	Steve Dickinson

	
	

	He had spoken to Lyn Gittings and the cost of maintaining a plant box was £130 a year.  It was agreed that if Petals and Plants had changed their mind about sponsorship he would ask Bella Flowers in Grover Walk.
	

	
	

	Some residents had attended the Forum to raise the point about waste disposal on the Frost Estate.  A resident had received a letter which stated that the Forum would be involved in any decision relating to this, so they had attended the meeting.  Steve said that the Forum had not received any notification about this.
	

	
	

	It was also pointed out that the telephone number on the website was still Gordon Gambiers and this needed to be changed. Steve said he would do this.
	Steve Dickinson

	The residents said there had been a meeting between them and the Council at the old Shell Club to discuss access and missed collections.

It was explained that the Frost estate had unadopted roads some of which were very narrow and made worse by some residents increasing the size of their front gardens.  Because the roads were unadopted they were not repaired by the Council nor were the pavements.  There had been an attempt some years ago for the Council to resolve this but it needed agreement of most of the residents but this had not been obtained so the Council were unable to adopt the roads without a contribution from the residents to repair them to the required standard.  This was normal practice in these circumstances.

This problem had existed for some years and the road and pavements had deteriorated badly and in some places were hazardous.

The problem with waste collection had started when everyone got three bins.  The large dustcarts could not get all the way round the Frost estate so a smaller cart which would only take two dustbins had been hired by the Council.  However this got filled up faster and could not do the whole estate so some bins were being left.  There were also access problems and if they could not get the cart through they had to suspend the collection.

A resident said he had seen similar size carts in Devon which had capacity for three bins, why didn’t the Council hire/buy one of those and then the recycling could be done properly. 
	

	A lady resident said there was a serious problem with the state of the pavement which had degenerated over the years and her elderly mother had virtually become housebound unable to get to the shops because the pavements were so uneven and she couldn’t use her mobility scooter.
	

	It had been made worse when the Council gave permission to the dentist in Lampits Hill to convert some land that did not belong to him into a car park.  This had made a very dangerous junction and pathway as the cars stuck out which means pedestrians have to walk in the road with cars coming suddenly round the corner.  Steve asked if they had proof that the land used for the car park was not owned by the dentist.  They said they did.  Steve said he would speak to them about it after the meeting.  They agreed to do this saying that this was now a hazardous junction as defined in the Act.
	

	The police confirmed they were unable to deal with obstruction on an unadopted road.
	

	
	

	Another resident said that they paid their council tax but did not get any service and their rubbish was not recycled because it was put in one bin.
	

	
	

	Phil Anderson said the points were:
	

	1. Were the residents willing to pay towards repair of the roads before adoption?

2. Making the corner more accessible and making good the pavements should be a priority
	

	
	

	Another resident said that this started many years ago but the residents at the time refused to meet the cost and were not prepared to accept one of the council’s conditions concerning Central Avenue and Springfield Road.
	

	
	

	It was suggested that letters be sent to all residents
	

	The Forum needed to be advised of any public meeting
	

	The size of the Frost estate is 450 houses
	

	
	

	Another resident said they needed a speed limit.  Another resident said a 7.5 ton axle limit should be imposed.

Another resident explained they had a right to a judicial review and said he would explain to them after the meeting what they needed to do.
	

	Police and Nap report
	

	John West people were still not locking their UPVC doors properly.  Unless the handle was up using the key did not lock it. Also people were leaving car keys within reach of the letterbox and consequently were getting their cars stolen.
	

	
	

	There had been no further drilling of petrol tanks.
	

	They had managed to find a couple of sets of anti theft screws for number plates but were hoping to have funds to order some more.
	

	
	

	They were going to apply for a new dispersal period for the town centre for a period which will take them up to Christmas.  They are to put in another order for shed alarms as this is the peak time for shed burglaries and they were keeping an eye on the boot sales.
	

	
	

	Jenny Jolly had written to Mr. Monk asking if there had been any improvement and it was agreed that if he did not respond the priority would be lifted from his area next month.
	

	
	


	Offences

	Corringham West

	Corringham East/Fobbing


	Assault/violent

	2
		1
	
					
	Burglary Dwelling

	3
			
	Burglary Other

	2
		1
	
	Criminal Damage

	8
		2
	
	Drugs Possession

				
	Fraud

				
	Robbery

				
	Theft

				
	Theft of Motor vehicles

	3
		1
	
	Theft from motor vehicles

	2
		6
	
	Theft other

	1
		7
	
					
					
					
	Arson

				
	Dangerous Driving

				
	Firearms

				
	Sexual Assault

				
	Sexual Exposure

				
	Theft of pedal cycle

				
	Vehicle interference

				
	TOTAL
	21
		19
	
	Breakdown of above:
				
	 Assault police

				
	 Domestic

				
	 Assaults (no injury)

	1
			
	 GBH known
				
	 GBH Intent known
				
	 GBH Intent Anon

				
	ABH known offender
	1
			
	Harassment
			1
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Treasurer’s Report
Bill said he had written a cheque for £494.97.  He had a picture of the chairs bought and these were passed around.
After discussion it was thought because of holidays to have the next meeting in September, but the Committee would discuss anything that arose in the meantime.  It was therefore agreed the next meeting would be Monday 13th September.
	

	
	

	SPEAC
	

	Derek Parker said they had had two meetings with DP World.  The new proposed road from the roundabout seemed better.  There were now proposals re noise levels.  Some residents close to the Sorrels and Abbots could have a fence as high as 9ft and some bunds 13 or 14ft high.
	

	The new road will have a separate entrance to the business park and port.  He explained the 
	

	dredging would take four years. 
	

	There was a new footpath but it was below the bunds.
	

	Junction 30 of the M25 will go ahead before the port goes into operation but will not include widening of A13.  This is still on back burner.
	

	
	

	They had had a meeting with Intergen re the power plant proposal.  They are concerned about pylons and overhead cable and substation 130 x 110 m. Various papers which are confidential revealed proposed sites - some not far from here and others near the sea wall.  This will all come to public consultation.  Some proposed sites are close to shops and schools.
	

	
	

	As part of the approval one of the conditions was that they will pay towards a bus terminal by Stanford Station.  However this has a time limit and Thurrock Council has to acquire the land to provide for this bus terminal and only 4 years remain of the condition.
	

	
	

	They wanted to make it easier for businesses to build near the railway so they would use the railway but you cannot make business use the railway.  Nothing has changed and nothing has been done.
	

	
	

	Public Forum
	

	A resident pointed out that the dropped kerb for disabled access outside Morrisons  was frequently cut off by the disabled parking bay being used by a disabled badge holder.  Could it be moved along slightly.  Steve will speak to Morrisons and the Council. 
	Steve Dickinson

	Another resident said that the concrete bollards were missing from the walkway by Iceland and needed replacing

Bill Dawson mentioned that the fence near Abbey Domestic had gone - this had stopped the lorries parking there.  This needed to be replaced.  It had taken a long time to get it put up.
	Steve Dickinson
Steve Dickinson

	Xmas Fayre Report
	

	Christine Hope said she had not been at the last meeting. There was a barn dance at Pegasus on 10th September.
	

	They needed more members.
	

	
	

	Any other business
	

	Parking on Southend Road: The Manager had been spoken to.  This weekend there had been no problem and there was hope it would continue..
	

	
	

	The next meeting would be held on Monday 12th September at 7.30 in Corringham Library.
	

	
	

	Addendum
	

	Steve has asked that the following be added to the minutes - these were not discussed at the meeting.
	

	
	

	Notice boards - Morrisons have agreed to us putting any information on their notice board in store
	

	Fobbing board progressing
	

	Siting of Old Corringham board to be discussed.
	

	Missing gate from Corringham park - looked for but not found
	

	Bench outside library- Council say library do not see the need for it - if this is confirmed, suggestions needed for another site?
	

	Petals & Plants have agreed to maintain planter outside library.  Plaque will be fixed to the planter.
	

	Christmas trees:  Petals & Plants to give estimate for two trees.  Bella Flowers do not know if they can quote until October.
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