Meeting of Corringham and Fobbing Forum 
held on Monday, 12th October 2009 at 7.30 p.m. in Corringham Fire Station
	Present:
	Gordon Gambier

	
	Jenny Jolly

	
	Georgina Clark

	
	Judith Adams

	
	

	Apologies:
	Jenny Meads

	
	Bill Dawson

	
	Janet Dibber

	
	

	
	


In attendance:


PC2116 Jac Dean

PCSO 8746 Christine Hope - Essex Police Corringham
Peter and Dot Coote
Derek Parker

Roy and Trudie Eaton - residents
Steve Dickinson - resident
Derek Dowdall

Eric and Valerie Turner - resident and Co-op Guild
Jean Bakey - resident
Bill and Sue Fildes - residents

Malcolm Knight - Fobbing Friends

Phil Smith - Councillor

	
	Action

	Gordon Gambier welcomed everyone to the Forum and opened by saying what a wonderful meeting it had been last month when Jonathan Catton had given his talk.  All forum members agreed with this, however Judith Adams asked if in future, meetings involving a speaker could be at the fire station because of the facilities and the larger seating capacity.  The forum  was in complete agreement and Gordon said that he would make a note to make sure this was the case in future, especially for meetings which would be heavily attended.
	



Gordon Gambier

	
	

	Apologies for Absence
	

	The above apologies were given.  He wished Jenny Meads a happy birthday on behalf of the forum.  

He then asked if everyone had read the minutes and were they a true record.  The forum agreed that they were.


	

	Matters arising
	

	Gordon had asked the council what the consultation process was before anything was implemented.  He was told that this was different in each department.  There was no standard method, each department decided the most effective way of getting feedback from the people most likely to be affected by any proposals.  He said he was happy to go back to the Council with any comments the forum had on this.
	

	Re. a notice board in Fobbing, he had not been to Fobbing this month so it had been put on hold.
	Gordon Gambier

	Regarding the missing seat outside the library, he had had a word with Jenny Meads who is looking into it on our behalf to see if the council first off will put it back.
	

	
	

	It was pointed out that it was very good to see a large advert in the Yellow Advertiser about the Forum meeting, but unfortunately it stated that the meeting would be in the library.  Gordon said he would make sure the website and ngage’s records were marked to show that the venue of the forum alternated between the library and the fire station and that if there was a speaker it would always be in the fire station.
	

Gordon Gambier

	Police and Nap report
	

	
	

	Jac Dean proceeded to give the crime figures for this last period


	

	Offences

Corringham West

Corringham East/Fobbing

Assault/violent
1
1 (harassment)
Burglary Dwelling

0
0
Burglary Other

1
2
Criminal Damage

9
2
Drugs Possession

1
0
Robbery

0
0
Fraud
2 (1 mowp)

Theft

5 (3 pedal cycles)
1
Theft of Motor vehicles

0
0
Theft from motor vehicles

3
2
Vehicle interference

1
0

	

	
	

	She then went on to mention they had had an outbreak of bikes stolen from around the town centre.  Bikes costing around £250 and £350 were taken and this seemed to be a countrywide problem.  They were doing cycle marking at the police station and she advised anyone who had not had their bike marked, to go along and get it done. 
	

	
	

	They had applied for a dispersal order for the town centre.  This would allow them to disperse groups of youths collecting in the town centre and if they were under 16, after 9 o’clock they would have the power to escort them home to their parents. This would help them tremendously as most members of the public felt intimidated by them and it was stopping them shopping comfortably.  It would also help people in neighbouring properties who constantly complained.
	

	It was agreed that walking through the town centre when there were groups of youths, especially in the evening did make people nervous so the forum asked if the police could make this a priority.
	

	The disabled parking was raised again, which is not a police matter.  However Christine Hope said that PCSO’s were speaking to people who had parked in the disabled bays without a badge and normally got a good response.

The point was made again that there were only three disabled bays in the town centre which was thought to be inadequate and should be increased.

Jac was asked how the officer in the car with speed equipment was getting on.  She said that rather surprisingly he had issued 100 tickets for various offences in Southend Road and only 3 in Branksome Avenue.

Re. the burglaries, two prolific burglars had been caught in the area and that had reduced the figures but, however, people must still remain vigilant as this was mostly an opportunist crime.


	

	Questions and Public Forum
	

	Gordon Gambier had been given details of a scheme sponsored by adidas for “adiZones” which were multi-sports facilities.  Details of this scheme were passed round the Forum.  He wanted to know if what people thought of this scheme and whether they thought it would be an alternative to the ball park the forum had been asked to provide.  From what he could gather the forum would have to find £40,000 towards it.

It was thought more versatile as it was for use by both boys and girls.

He was asked if it was durable and replied that it was.

He was asked if it was likely that some people would try to control it for their own use and restrict it being used by others.  It was thought that as it would be on the same site as the ball park it would be in an area which was very easy for the police to see from their usual patrols and they would soon pick this up.

It was agreed that Gordon would get more information but from what they had seen the forum thought it a good alternative to a ball park.

Xmas dinner:  Gordon said he had provisionally booked the Springhouse Club for the evening of 14th December at 7.30 and would like some idea of how many would like to attend.  He did not know how much it would be but he did not think it would be very expensive.  Approximately 20 members said they would like to go.

Phil Smith was asked if anything further had happened with the market suggestion for the town centre.  He replied that they had asked the council various questions about access, lorries, noise and impact on existing shopkeepers, residents and parking etc. and thought that now the council realised some of the implications it had gone quiet on the matter.

Mr. Knight said that the beacon at Fobbing was in a bad state of repair, the route to it badly overgrown and the bridge destroyed. He had contacted Angela Smith, Thames Gateway and Dubai Ports and councillors in the area where the other beacons were to get support for the beacons to be renovated and lit for the Olympics.  Fobbing beacon needed the coat of arms of Thurrock replacing and the basket was quite rusty.  Would the forum endorse the request?   The forum agreed to write to the council but would need full costings before they could consider any application for their funds.

Gordon Gambier said that Ann Cheale and Ian Harrison should be contacted as they were the local councillors for the area and should be advised.


	

	Xmas Fayre Report
	

	
	

	The Abba night went quite well and they had sold a lot of raffle tickets. There would be a new display of lights this year and the existing ones were in the process of being removed.  There will be a new stage too.  Peter O’Rourke had resigned from the Xmas Fayre committee. The lights would be switched on by the Mayor at 5.15 on the day of the fayre.  Carols would be sung by the brownies and cubs.  Thurrock Pipes and Drums would play at 8.30 and 9.00
	

	
	

	Treasurer’s Report
	

	The Treasurer was not present.
	

	
	

	
	Action

	Councillor’s Report
	

	Phil Smith said the council had decided to go ahead with its own newspaper.

The bins would all be distributed by mid November.
	





	Any Other Business
	

	Gordon then read out details of the Big Knickers Bunny Walk for Scope and the Santa Runs.

The next meeting will be held on 9th November at 7.30 at Corringham Library.
	


