Meeting of Corringham and Fobbing Forum 
held on Monday, 11th May 2009 at 7.30 p.m. in Corringham Fire Station
	Present:
	Gordon Gambier

	
	Jenny Jolly

	
	Bill Dawson

	
	Judith Acreman

	
	

	
	

	Apologies:
	P.C. Ryan Dean

	
	Sgt Lee Stannard

	
	Jenny Meads

	
	

	
	


In attendance:

PC 2116 Jac Dean - Essex police

PCSO 8746 Christine Hope - Essex Police Corringham
D. Dowdall - Committee
Janet Dipper - Committee
Dot and Peter Coote - Committee
Roy and Trudie Eaton - residents
Derek Parker SPEAC
Steve Dickinson - resident
	
	Action

	Gordon Gambier wished everyone a good evening and opened the meeting.  He said there was a new member of the Forum present and asked members to introduce themselves.  This they did and Steve Dickinson explained a little about himself, where he lived, what he did, and his interests.  He had often read the Minutes on the Library notice board and thought he would come along to one of the meetings to see for himself what went on.
	

	
	

	Apologies for Absence
	

	
The above apologies for absence were given.

	

	Minutes
Gordon Gambier said he had over the last few weeks had a look at the other 12 or 13 Forums and it was interesting to note the differences in the way they work.  We are very lucky in that we have the police in attendance at every meeting and this is most unusual it would seem.

He said with your permission I would like to make Jenny’s life easier and make the meetings more enjoyable for her by suggesting that in future the minutes should consist of a series of bullet points and would no longer be verbatim, but just record the salient points.  We are very fortunate that Jenny does shorthand and other Forums are not so fortunate.  Can I have a show of hands please?

The motion was carried unanimously.

	

	Matters arising
	

	
Graffiti - he asked the police how things were progressing.
The good news was that between the PCSOs they have managed to trace the two youths responsible, one 14 year old and one 16 year old, both from Fobbing. They had done a lot of damage.  Their parents had been spoken to and had taken the matter very seriously and had suggested that whatever their punishment was, it should involve cleaning up.  One youth admitted a similar offence in 2006.  
The Forum were pleased to hear the parents were co-operating with the police and were taking a responsible attitude to dealing with their sons.
	

	
	

	Thurrock Council had been given a whole list of graffiti which had to be removed.
	

	
	

	Q.  Has the number on the police website changed?
	

	A. The number is 0300 333 4444 and should be accurate on the website.
	

	
	

	Gordon Gambier then allowed the Forum a few minutes to read through the Minutes and then asked if they were a true record.
	

	
	

	The Forum agreed that they were.
	

	
	

	Q. Why do the ANPR camera signs have to be so large?
	

	A. This is the standard size for signs of this type.  ANPRs are very useful and if there are three lanes of traffic on the A13 in rush hour they can check all three lanes.  ANPR cameras are at Tesco Pitsea, Hogg Lane, South Ockendon and the Dartford Crossing.
	

	Gordon Gambier said he should just mention that there are now average speed cameras on the QE2 bridge.

Christine Hope said there are mobile ANPRs as well.
	

	Police and Nap report
	

	For the benefit of the new member Jac Dean explained that NAP stood for Neighbourhood Action Panel and that each month the Forum could nominate something to be prioritised.  They had had a very successful result with the graffiti which the Forum had made their number 1 last month.
	

	She then read out the latest figures since last month.  There were 40 crimes in total.  Burglary was on the increase but it was from sheds and garages, thought to be related to the boot sale season, so members were asked to be extra careful and to make sure these were secure.

There had been two thefts, one from Boots. They were going to ask Boots if they would consider having metal shutters as there was a potential for loss at the moment.
	

	Theft from motor vehicles had increased and consisted mainly of theft from vans as tools were being taken and sold (again probably at boot fairs) and the police asked members to warn others that this was on the increase.
	

	Gordon Gambier thanked Jac for the report.
	

	
	

	Gordon Gambier then ran through the suggested library opening guest list.  He was liaising with Ann and Jenny Meads.  The local vicars had been invited and all members of the Forum were invited to attend on June 10th at 2.30.  Every councillor had been invited.  A new notice board would be installed outside the library.
	

	
	

	Gordon Gambier asked the Forum if they would approve the cost of a new notice board.  Bill Dawson asked if it could be a different type rather than the existing one where you had to lift it upwards as it was difficult to use.
	

	
	

	The Forum approved the purchase of a new notice board.
	

	
	

	Gordon Gambier announced that Thursday 28th May was the grand opening of Thurrock Link at Queensgate in Grays  - The time will be put on the website.
	Gordon Gambier

	
	

	Playdays
	

	
	

	Tuesday 26th May 12 - 3.30 in Fobbing Recreation Ground
	

	Thursday 28th May 12.-3.30 in Corringham Town Park
	

	
	

	Winter Fayre Report
	

	Christine Hope said they had cancelled race night because of the clash with another race night and it has now been re-arranged  for  17th July.
	

	They were also organising an Abba Tribute night on Friday 9th October
	

	
	

	Treasurer’s Report
	

	Gordon Gambier advised they had received a letter from the Council re Forum budget which was £11,200 with the same admin budget as last year - £745
	

	Bill Dawson ran through the latest figures from April 08 to March 09.
 A copy of the annual accounts of the Forum has been attached to these Minutes. 
	

	
	

	Councillor’s Report
	

	There were no councillors present.
	

	Any Other Business
	

	Derek Park of SPEAC advised the Forum that the final version of Thames Gateway’s East Thurrock Master Plan was now available to be downloaded from their website which also gave a phone number should anyone like to receive a posted copy.  The proposals for Gable Hall school and Williamsons Farm had been taken out.
Christine Hope has been asked for a question to be put to the Forum on behalf of Kim from Freemans Court.  This was would the Forum consider some more chairs for the complex - deckchair type chairs?
	

	This would be considered by the Forum when more details were available

Q. What happened about the history talk to be given about Corringham and Fobbing by Jonathan Catton?

A. Another resident explained he had been ill.

Gordon Gambier said he would get in touch with him to find out the position and try to re-arrange it 

The next meeting will be on Monday 8th June at Corringham Library

The Meeting then closed.
	Gordon Gambier
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